cattle should be gathered together: water ye the sheep, and

go and feed them . ®And they said, We cannot, until all the
flocks be gathered together, and till they roll the stone from the
well's mouth; then we water the sheep. °And while he yet
spake with them, Rachel came with her father’'s sheep: for she
kept them. '°And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the
daughter of Laban his mother’s brother, and the sheep of Laban
his mother’s brother, that Jacob went near, and rolled the stone
from the well’s mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his
mother’s brother.

A pastor must water his sheep. A pastor does this by allowing
the Holy Ghost river of God to penetrate the hearts of God’s
sheep and change their lives. There is an element of Christianity
that is spontaneous and unknowable .(1 Corinthians 2:9&10)
Not every church is free to move in the Holy Ghost. It often
brings guestions and negative judgmental accusations based off
of someone’s personal experience with God. (Acts 2) Aren’t we
glad for faith! (Hebrews 11:1&2) Let the river of God flow.

John 7:38 (KJV)**He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath
said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.

Number three: He must give rest to his sheep.

Activity for the sake of activity is not good. A pastor must plan
and look at all scenarios surrounding events and functions within
the body. One of Satan’s tactics is to wear down the saints of
God. (Daniel 7:25) Pastor’'s must counsel and teach the sheep to
rest. People make bad decisions when they are tired. People
make good decisions when they are rested.

1360 Roosevelt Dr.
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Jeremiah 33:12 (KJV)*Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Again in
this place, which is desolate without man and without beast, and
in all the cities thereof, shall be an habitation of shepherds caus-
ing their flocks to lie down.

Well, | must finish this for this edition. | will list the last four in
next month’s edition of Faith Christian Center's Connect.

Being a pastor in today’s culture is as challenging as in any cul-
ture. | thank God everyday for His mercy and grace to be a pas-
tor. If being a pastor was just preaching, it would be simple. If
being a pastor was just about leading people, it would be simple.
The truth is that being a pastor is complex, and there is no
“easy” button in being a pastor.

I look forward to the rest of my life being a pastor to God's peo-
ple. | remember a slogan from my military days that apply to be-
ing a pastor: “It's not just a job it's an adventure.”

Until next time, | love you and remember that you are blessed to
be a blessing.

PS Let's fill up his house that he has trusted us to fill at 1360
Roosevelt Drive.

Luke 14:23 (KJV)®And the lord said unto the servant, Go out
into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in,
that my house may be filled

% $!
% $!
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7 Blessings of having a pastor in your life.

After several years of leading Christian
people, it is evident that most Christian’s
do not know what a pastor does. Many
think that he is just the guys who yells at
us on Sundays, conducts funerals, and
weddings, and visits the hospital. All of
these are important functions of church
pastors, but they are not the essential
functions.

| want to give you seven things that a
pastor does. | hope this will be a blessing
to you as you start the New Year in 2008.

Jeremiah 3:15 (KJV)®>And | will give you pastors according to
mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and under-
standing.

Number one: A pastor must defend his flock.

1 Samuel 17:34 - 36 (KJV}*And David said unto Saul, Thy ser-
vant kept his father’'s sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear,
and took a lamb out of the flock: **And | went out after him, and
smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth: and when he arose
against me, | caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew
him. **Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this un-
circumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath
defied the armies of the living God.
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A pastor understands that the people under hiswate are targets of
the enemy. Subtle things will come in and “steh® sheep. A pastor
realizes that the most important function of pastpis not preaching,
but ministry to people. A pastor must be willingféce the lion, bear,
or the “uncircumcised Philistine”.

Ezekiel 34:31 (KJVY*And ye my flock, the flock of my pas-

ture, are men, and | am your God, saith the Lord GOD.

This is done by preaching the whole counsel of God. A pastor is
a risk taker each time he gives counsel or preaches the word.
He must do it always with the end of a matter in mind, and not
just where we are at; at the moment. A sheep in the natural most
often doesn’t know when the shepherd is defending them, and
so it is in the spiritual. Thank God for his protection that is found
in pastors.

Number two: He must water his sheep.

Genesis 29:2 - 10 (KJVAANd he looked, and behold a well in the
field, and, lo, there were three flocks of sheep lying by it; for out
of that well they watered the flocks: and a great stone was upon
the well’s mouth. 3And thither were all the flocks gathered: and
they rolled the stone from the well’'s mouth, and watered the
sheep, and put the stone again upon the well’s mouth in his
place.

“And Jacob said unto them, My brethren, whence be ye? And
they said, Of Haran are we. °And he said unto them, Know ye
Laban the son of Nahor? And they said, We know him. °And he
said unto them, Is he well? And they said, He is well: and, be-
hold, Rachel his daughter cometh with the sheep.

"And he said, Lo, it is yet high day, neither is it time that the

continued on back cover
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Luke 5: 1-9, 11

“One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Genne
saretdwith the people crowding around him and listeningte
word of God, he saw at the water's edge two béeftghere by the
fishermen, who were washing their nets.

3He got into one of the boats, the one  belangin
Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shditeen he sat
down and taught the people from the boat.

4When he had finished speaking, he said to Sinfeuat "
out into deep water, and let doWrihe nets for a catch.” 5Simon
answered, "Master, we've worked hard all night laanden't caught
anything. But because you say so, | will let dotva hets."

6When they had done so, they caught such a langdeu
of fish that their nets began to break.

7So0 they signaled their partners in the other bmabme
and help them, and they came and filled both beafsill that they
began to sink.

Just like Simon Peter, we offer up excuses instéadbedience,
the Word clearly states that God just simply wadatss to listen to
Him.

In 1 Samuel 15:22 (The Messaye
Then Samuel said,
Do you think all @D wants are sacrifices—
empty rituals just for show?
He wants you to listen to him!
Plain listening is the thing,
not staging a lavish religious production.
Not doing what @D tells you
is far worse than fooling around in the otcul

1 Samuel 15:22 (New King James Version)
So Samuel said:

8When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at - Jesugkaead . o . ) (%
said, "Go away from me, Lord; | am a sinful man!" Has the LORDas greatdelight in burnt offerings and sacri- i .3

9For he and all his companions were  astonishéue fices, _ _ ! 40' '5'0-67 6
catch of fish they had taken, As in obeying the voice of the LORD? '

11So they pulled their boats up on shore, leftyéng Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,
and followed him. T |

Wow! It's already January! A new year and a negibe
ning, Most of the time this is the time of yealefdl with New
Years Resolutions and promises to eat right, tckautrmore, and
to live better. While those things are great toalmore important

| love it when God puts in the humdmean, the fact that God
took the time to give us this story to show us thatn his disciples
were human, that they were tired, that they wottkadl- and
sometimes they even had doubt.

thing to concern ourselves with this New Year isvho live better The best part of this passage of scripture is ake" Simon an- idiaid & $

lives as Christians. swered, "Master, we've worked hard all night angeh caught ' " I
| know the last half of the year for me was diffic and it anything.But because you say so, | will let down the nets." $ $" $ 1

was very easy for me to lose my focus, muchtliesfuture disci- Even though Peter didn’t feel like it, he obeyedaese the Lord $" " % "

ples of Christ did in Luke 5:4-5. They were tiredrh a night of told him to! & L

grueling work that paid off with nothing more theampty nets. If As worshippers, we need to develop that attitudkthat # ! $$ :

you notice, Simon Peter did not mind letting Jesititand teach in heart. Even though we may not feel like singing Humg or even $ /

his boat, but as soon as Jesus said “Hey, Peteypptnet back in
the water (or hey peter, do some more work)”, Haintly came
back with an excuse. Although it was an excus@ain’t coupled
with a disobedient attitude for Peter said, “Buyaiir word, I'll do
it”. | almost picture Peter like a little kid whyets told to do
something but doesn’t really want to do it. He cemap with a
really good excuse but to no avail.

| can relate to Simon Peter on so many levels,| dimick,
that most Christians can too, especially wheniibes to the area
of Praise and Worship. We get so wrapped up irdaily lives, all
the “stuff”, and we get distracted. (I know | ddYe are hearing
the Word taught and we believe it with-all our lsabut as soon

being at church- we throw our hands up, sing atdgpeof our "

lungs, and truly worship the Lord because the lws told us to,
and because He has done so many GREAT things foteusuly
does deserve our praise and worship.

This month, | want to challenge you to do somethBecome like
Peter and even though you may not want to do songgtmaybe
this past year your finances have been a wreckbmthis past
year things on your job haven’t been going wellybeathis past
year your relationships have not been going the tivayyyou
would like- in spite of all that- | challenge thithts month, you
won't let anything stop you from worshipping therto

W. Tozer - "Without worship, we go about miserable.

as the Lord speaks to us to go a little deepeaiptsomething that You don’t have to go around depressed, anxious, or fearful- "o

. = ? -
you've never done before- maybe to dance before Hino shout God has made a way for you to live a prosperous, abundant 6 <=>>?@; |
to the Lord with a voice of triumph- we clam up @w®pin to be life, and one of the main keys is to worship! 4" 4

like Simon Peter. “But Lord, you know, | have aesthroat today, Now, how awesome is that? "ok
and | really want to be able to sing my song told@gause | know !
the worship team is going to sing it- If | starbsking to the Lord- "

number 1- it will scare people sitting next to magd number 2: It

will ruin my voice so | can'’t truly worship You.” O'Lord you
know | have no rhythm and | will look like a fodllijust get out
there and dance in the aisle with abandon.”



