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Doing The Same Old Thing: In A Brand New Way! 

2009 
The Year of Prayer  

Pastor Chris Kirkendall  
You are blessed to be a blessing 

 
Happy New Year! Yes it is true, 
2008 is gone and it is 2009. What 
a wonderful opportunity to put 
last year behind us, and to look 
forward to new and exciting 
things. 
 
During the month of October, I 
felt the Lord speak to my heart 
that this New Year, we would 
have to commit to prayer more 
than ever. I have been slow to 

talk about it because I don’t want it lumped in with the 
election results. The truth is that we have many reasons 
to pray. We have an assortment of topics in our personal 
life, nation, church, state, school district etc… to pray 
over. 
 
My goal this year is that all twelve newsletter articles that 
I write to be focused on the topic of prayer, fasting, and 
worship. I hope that you will prayerfully read each article 
this year. I believe that your commitment to prayer could 
bring about powerful results in the spiritual realm and it 
would manifest in the natural through prayer. Through 
prayer, this could be your greatest year ever! 
 
I am committing my toughest trials to the Lord in prayer. 
My personal goal is to take them to the Lord in prayer 
until He answers them. I believe this will be my greatest 
year in prayer, fasting, worship, and receiving from the 
Lord. 
 
Let’s first look at prayer. Prayer is a condition of the 
heart, and is expressed in your attitude. Prayer is rever-
ent. Prayer is speaking to the Creator of the universe. 
God wants us to pray. One of the main reasons that Jesus 
came to the earth, was to give us access to God in prayer. 
 
Ephesians 2:14 (KJV) 14For he is our peace, who hath 

made both one, 
and hath broken 
down the middle 
wall of parti-
tion between us;  
 
In the Old Testa-
ment, only the 
High Priest could 
go before the 
throne of God 
(Ark of the Cove-
nant) once a year. 
There was a middle wall of partition separating the Holy 
Place from the Holy of Holies. God wanted to tear down 
that wall so that you and I could come to him personally 
and experience his presence with us.  
 
16Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need. 
 
Christians should not be afraid or ashamed to go to God 
in prayer. We should approach God with confidence. 
Think about it this way: When we are parents, our chil-
dren approach us for just about anything, without even 
thinking about it. They have confidence that they can 
come to us for anything.  
 
That is the confidence that God the Father wants us to 
have with him. Satan would try to make us afraid or con-
fused about prayer. However God says to boldly or confi-
dently come to him.  
 
There is also a lie that Satan has told us: Don’t pray for 
yourself. But in Hebrews we see that we come in confi-
dence in our time of need. God also gives us a promise 
and that is he will give us grace and mercy. Grace is 
God’s unmerited favor, and mercy is when he doesn’t 
bring judgment when judgment is due.  
 
Unmerited favor is his blessing in our life. Mercy is a 
stay of judgment; therefore his love is given instead. 
What a great revelation of God’s concern for us.  
 
Also, when we pray, we should pray to God the Father in 

"Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. 
Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the 
River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 But if serving 
the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for your-
selves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 
forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amo-
rites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my 
household, we will serve the LORD." 

�  
Free Will 

Jamie Cullen 
Youth Leader 

 
God Created things which had free 
will.  That means creatures that can go ei-
ther wrong or right.  Some people think 
they can imagine a creature which was free, 
but had no possibility of going wrong; I 
can't.  If a thing is free to be good, it is also 
free to be bad.  Free will is what made evil 
possible.  Why then did God give free 

will?  Because free will, though it makes evil possible, is 
also the only thing that makes possible any love or goodness 
or joy worth having.  A world of machines were everyone 
was the same would be kind of boring.  I read once that the 
happiness which God designs for his creatures is the happi-

ness of being freely and voluntarily united to him and to 
each other through love.  
 
    Of course God knew what would happen if we used our 
freedom the wrong way, but I guess he thought it worth the 
risk.  As we begin our new year I encourage you to check in 
with God about the choices you make and the company you 
keep.  This new year will be the beginning of good things in 
our church, in our youth ministry, and in your life.  I am ex-
cited for our ministry this year and all the things we can 
do.  Our ministry will only strengthen when we make Godly 
choices and God is doing incredible work in my heart, Bob's 
heart and in yours.  I see a youth group that reaches out to 
those that are hurting, befriends those that are lost, and share 
the miracle of Jesus to those they come in contact with.  This 
year will be awesome!!!  Dramas, games and more impor-
tantly preaching the word of God that changes lives is what 
I'm excited about.  Make big plans with God this year and 
listen to him.  Be in line with God's plans for you and not 
what you have planned with God.  Remember your free will 
God has given you and use it wisely.  Commit to Sunday 
school, and all other church services this year.  Use your free 
will to commit to God like never before.  I know you won't 
be disappointed choosing to serve God in every area of your 
life.  Give God your all and start the year off right.   

�  
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In Genesis 28, we see a particular story about the impor-
tance of place 
 
10 Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward 
Haran. 11 So he came to a certain place and stayed there 
all night, because the sun had set. And he took one of the 
stones of that place and put it at his head, and he lay down 
in that place to sleep. 12 Then he dreamed, and behold, a 
ladder was set up on the earth, and its top reached to 
heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and 
descending on it.16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and 
said, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not 
know it.” 17 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome 
is this place! This is none other than the house of God, 
and this is the gate of heaven!” 19 And he called the name 
of that place Bethel. 
 
Now, I’ve got a huge library of teaching that I want to do 
one day off of this one story, but for right now – I just 
want to focus in on the place. Whenever a certain phrase 
is repeated in the Word, you can almost always bet there 
is a reason why. You see, the Lord was trying to illustrate 
how important it is to be in the right place at the right 
time. Had Jacob kept going on his journey without stop-
ping…he would have missed out on a true blessing from 
the Lord. Had Jacob gotten bored (notice in verse 11- He 
stays there “all night”) and decided to leave, he would 
have missed out on a huge blessing!  
 
Let me just make a side note that in figurative language 
the word “night” (used in Verse 11) can mean hardships, 
depression, difficulties- so maybe you aren’t really look-
ing forward to a new year because your past year was so 
rough…come to “the place” and stick it out- because of 
this promise we have in Psalms 30:5 (Grab your Bible 
and check it out for yourself- it’s too good to type!) 
 
A lot of people have the philosophy that because the 
“Church” is any body of believers, there really is no need 
to come to a set apart place for worship, or that it isn’t 
really a necessity to go to church all the time…just some 
of the time. Nope!  
 
Dwight L. Moody once said, “Church attendance is as 
vital to a disciple as a transfusion of rich, healthy blood to 
a sick man.” 
 

VITAL!  
 
I think the Apostle Paul had it right first: 
Hebrews 10:25:  
25Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the 
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all 
the more as you see the Day approaching. 

You see, Faith Christian Center is not just a building- it’s 
just like the place in Genesis 28- the glory of God rests 
here. (As well as, any other Christian Church). It the place 
where in our darkness, in our rough times (aka: our night), 
we can come and be ministered to. It’s the place where 
when we are weary, we can find rest. It’s the place where 
vision and calling is deposited into people’s lives. It’s a 
place where people are changed!  
How could you NOT want to be here?  
I’m like King David was in Psalms 122:1  
  1-2 When they said, "Let's go to the house of GOD," my 
heart leaped for joy. 
 
I seriously get excited about coming to church every 
week. When I was younger, I used to get so excited and 
eager to go to church (I served as the overhead projector 
guy) that I would literally get fuming mad at my parents if 
we were 5 minutes late (partly because I was in contest 
with another young person who wanted my job- and that 
wasn’t going to happen!) J  
But I remember being so excited to be at the “place”. 
There was an excitement, a charge in the air-an expecta-
tion.  
 
As I have grown older, Faith Christian Center is my 
“place”. We’re on our ninth year, and every year that 
passes, I grow to love what God is doing in this place. 
 
I want this New Year to be a fun challenge at Faith Chris-
tian Center to make the most of our time together as a 
body of believers!  
Let’s come ready to worship on Sundays/Wednesdays 
Let’s make our fellowships the best fellowships on the 

planet. Yes, the planet. 
Let’s grow our friendships and relationships with our fel-

low congregation members not only while we’re in 
church attendance but while we’re living our everyday 
lives!  

Let’s outreach to those that need Jesus and bring them to 
our church for discipleship.  

Let’s realize the vital importance of our attendance!  
Let’s grow in Christ and get to know him better! 
 
Come expecting. Come excited. Come ready for the Lord 
to move in your life, your family’s lives. Reach out to 
your neighbors, your friends, the chick at the check-out 
counter at Wal-Mart, the dude that changes your oil in 
your car: bring them with you to experience Christ this 
year at Faith Christian Center!  
 
I’m excited about what this New Year holds and I hope 
that you will recognize the importance of a “place”, but 
not just a place: but this place, Faith Christian Center.  

�  

Resolutions 
Brian Neumann 

Adult Education Minister 
 

The coming of a new year often causes us 
to be retrospective as well as forward 
looking.  The good news for us as Chris-
tians is that God promises not to keep 
score.  No matter how bad our year was, 
it doesn’t have to affect us next year.  
There is no condemnation in Christ Jesus.  
Romans 8:1-2 (New International Ver-

sion) 1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus,[a] 2because through Christ Jesus 
the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin 
and death.  This gives us an opportunity to learn from our 
mistakes, but not to be defined by them. 
This brings us to looking forward to the new year.  Many 
people make resolutions.  Webster’s defines resolution as 
the act of analyzing a complex notion into simpler ones.  
That makes me think of all the kinds of problems we 
face, that there is a simple solution.  If we were to read 
the Bible like our life depended on it and then live our 
life the same, our life would be much simpler .  It would-
n’t be tribulation free, Jesus promised that we would have 
tribulation, but we would not have to fear it.  Webster’s 
also says that a synonym for resolution is courage.  That 
is interesting.  If we want to act on what the Bible says, 
that will take courage.   
The definition of resolve speaks of being purposeful.  
That means we need to live our life in a purposeful man-
ner.  If we want our lives to reflect all that God wants for 
us, we need to be purposeful in everything we do.  If we 
want to be purposeful, we shouldn’t rush into things.  If 
we want to reflect God’s purpose for our life, we need to 
seek him first.  We should bring everything to God in 
prayer and we will be rewarded with peace.  Peace 
among a world of chaos.  Philippians 4:6-8 (New Inter-
national Version) 6Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. 7And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8Finally, brothers, 
whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admira-
ble—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about 
such things. 
If we pursue the new year with a purpose and seek God 
first for the direction we should take, he gives us a prom-
ise.  Matthew 6:33 (New International Version)33But 
seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well.  Basically it comes down 
to this.  Joshua 24:14-15 (New International Version) 14 

Jesus name. The name of Jesus is the key that unlocks the 
door to the throne. We can worship the name of Jesus; 
speak the name of Jesus, but when we pray it should be to 
God the Father in the name of Jesus Christ.  
 
John 16:23 - 24 (KJV) 23And in that day ye shall ask me 
nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye 
shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it 
you.  24Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, 
and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.   

I urge you to start the New Year in prayer. Go boldly to 
the throne of Almighty God in the name of Jesus Christ. 
When you do you will see great results. Jesus said your 
joy will be full! How great is that? 
 
Hebrews 11:6  (KJV) 6But without faith it is impossible 
to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe 
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that dili-
gently seek him.   

There are a lot of possibilities this year. They are con-
tained in the heaven and when you pray, God will reveal 
to you the answers and his will for your life. Wow! What 
a wonderful God! 
 
I hope that this year will be a year of refreshing and re-
newal; a jubilee year for you and your house. My family 
loves you and we are excited to see what the Lord does 
for you this year.  Go after God in prayer and your life 
will never be the same.  
��

Just a �  
Justin Kirkendall 
Worship Pastor  

 
The Importance of Place 

 
A new year with a new start! It’s hard to 
believe that is has been a year since we 
have started writing these newsletters. I 
hope  they have blessed you!  
 
This month I want to talk about the im-
portance of a place. We hear a lot about 
places. “I’ve got to find my place!” “I feel 

out of place.” “I’ve got places to go” “Everything is in 
place.”  
 
Webster’s Dictionary defines place as: a space, area, or 
spot, set apart or used for a particular purpose; a resi-
dence, dwelling, or house.  
 


