they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day. **And |
will bring them out from the people, and gather them from the
countries, and will bring them to their own land, and feed them
upon the mountains of Israel by the rivers , and in all the inhab-
ited places of the country. I will feed them in a good pasture,
and upon the high mountains of Israel shall their fold be: there
shall they lie in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall they feed
upon the mountains of Israel. *°I will feed my flock, and | will
cause them to lie down, saith the Lord GOD. *°| will seek that
which was lost, and bring again that which was driven away,
and will bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen that
which was sick: but | will destroy the fat and the strong; | will
feed them with judgment.

Luke 15:4 - 6 (KJV)*What man of you, having an hundred
sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine
in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find

it? ®And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders,
rejoicing. ®And when he cometh home, he calleth together his
friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for |
have found my sheep which was lost.

The sheep of God’s pasture are people. A pastor is to equip the
flock to reproduce sheep. Finding “lost sheep” is a priority of a
pastor. A pastor’s heart is restless when his flock is not repro-
ducing. Thank God that he sends us to shepherds who were
“looking” for us!

Number seven: Your pastor is able to secure pasture for you.

1 Chronicles 4:39 - 41 (KJVJ°And they went to the entrance of
Gedor, even unto the east side of the valley, to seek pasture for
their flocks. “*°And they found fat pasture and good, and the
land was wide, and quiet, and peaceable; for they of Ham had
dwelt there of old. **And these written by name came in the
days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and smote their tents, and the
habitations that were found there, and destroyed them utterly
unto this day, and dwelt in their rooms: because there was pas-
ture there for their flocks.

A pastor considers the direction of the ministry foo himself, but for
the “feeding” of the flock. Fat pasture and goodtpee refers to the
amount of “God’s word” not “man’s doctrine” thatyget. The mov-
ing of the Holy Spirit is the priority. When the KdSpirit is moving,
that means that Jesus is being lifted high! Thaod &r pastors that
gives us rich and healthy word. Sometimes it's@odgthe enemy
wants us to murmur. But not us! We will enjoy tiehrfertile soil of
God’s pasture.

My prayer is that you have found seven blessindsairing a pastor in
your life. Being a leader of people and trying & them to focus on
the spiritual side of life can be challenging. Keepr pastor and
teachers in your prayers. As the flock grazes ergthss, the shepherd
is on a hill over looking his flock exposed to ex@re and visible.

Thank God for Jesus led pastors! Give your pasturggthis Sunday
and let him know you love him!
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Gina Richmond- Healthy Heart &
Arteries
Jack Kirkendall- Healing
Linda LeBoeuf-— Healing

7 Blessings of having a pastor in your life.
Part 2

What a joy it is to bring to you a message
this month concerning some things that a
pastor does for his church. As you read
last month there is a parallel between the
natural things that a pastor does versus
what a shepherd does. | want to conclude
these thoughts this month and this will
give you something to have at your dis-
posal; seven blessings of having a pastor
in your life.

Number four: A pastor must know his
sheep.

| once had a good friend who is an evangelistellthat pastoring
people and pestering people were a lot alike. Baipgstor means
that you want to move beyond a casual relationshginto a mean-
ingful relationship with people. When a pastor ksdvis people it is
easier to understand their reactions to adversityret to misjudge
them.

John 10:3 - 5 (KJV)3To him the porter openeth; and the sheep
hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and
leadeth them out. *And when he putteth forth his own sheep,
he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know
his voice. *And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from
him: for they know not the voice of strangers.

% 9!
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When the relationship has been established, &sgeeto understand
that pastor is looking from the eyes of a shephéfiden pastor gives
encouragement or warning, his sheep understanth¢hiatfulfilling a
calling from God and they respond willingly in thaeart so that they
can be positioned for a blessing.

Number five: A pastor numbers his sheep.

A pastor enters into covenant relationships withdhiurch and as he
does there is a piece of his heart that is givesatth family and vice
versa. A pastor comes to rely on the sheep beipgsture, so he can
fulfill the mandate of God on his life.

When sheep are missing, it is a natural reactiothi® shepherd to
concern himself with the well being of the sheepc®communica-
tion is established and everyone is “accounted”tfae shepherd’s
heart can rest knowing that the sheep are okay.

Jeremiah 33:13 (KJV)"In the cities of the mountains, in the cit-
ies of the vale, and in the cities of the south, and in the land of
Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the cities
of Judah, shall the flocks pass again under the hands of him
that telleth them, saith the LORD.

Number six: A pastor searches for the lost sheep.

Ezekiel 34:12 - 16 (KJVJ?As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in
the day that he is among his sheep that are scattered ; so will |
seek out my sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where

continued on back cover
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“Lord, thank you that the “check engine soon”
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