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Doing The Same Old Thing: In A Brand New Way! 

Making Prayer a Priority in your life.  
A key to lasting renewal and revival.  

Pastor Chris Kirkendall  
You are blessed to be a blessing 

 
What a wonderful life! 
Recently I enjoyed watch-
ing a movie with my 
daughter. That movie was: 
Horton hears a Who.  In 
this movie, Horton an ele-
phant hears a Who (tiny 
life on a spec stuck to a 
flower) and it is up to 
Horton to save the day. 
The Who’s didn’t know 
that another world outside 
their own even existed. 
 
I thought what a wonder-

ful illustration for a sermon: People living on the earth 
without realization that there is a Greater Being (God) 
who has come to save the day (Jesus). 
Back to the beginning: What a wonderful life! We are 
not some insignificant person merely existing in time 
and space, but we are the apple of God’s eye and he has 
numbered the hairs on our head. 
 
What a wonderful God. He has a passionate love for us 
that supersedes any vocabulary that we can use to de-
scribe this love. The closest way to describe it is by 
shouting hallelujah! God wants a friendship with us. 
WOW! 
 
Having a relationship with God is easy, but it takes dis-
cipline. One of these disciplines is to pray. Like kissing 
is to marriage, prayer is to our salvation. Prayer is our 
first step to a relationship with God. You couldn’t get 
saved without prayer. 
 
Prayer is essential to the Christian’s maturity, anointing, 
and moving in faith. The devil loves a Christian that will 
not pray. They are his favorite kind. Christian’s move 
mountains when they pray. Satan is a mountain builder. 
He builds mountains of debt, marital strife, and moun-

tains of fear, 
doubt, and unbe-
lief. 
 
However, a pray-
ing Christian 
moves mountains 
of debt, marital 
strife, fear, doubt, 
and unbelief. Just 
think about it. The 
average Christian 
finds everything 
to do except pray. Increase your prayer life and you will 
increase the anointing in your life. Put it to the test. I en-
courage you! 
 
In Jesus’ words:  
Matthew 17:20 - 21 (NKJV) 20So Jesus said to 
them, “Because of your £unbelief; for assuredly, I say to 
you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to 
this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will 
move; and nothing will be impossible for you.  21

£However, this kind does not go out except by prayer 
and fasting.” 
 
Impossible situations will always be around. What mat-
ters most is what will we do with impossible situations. 
Will we develop a mindset of fear, doubt, and unbelief, 
or will we develop an overcomer’s mindset through 
prayer and fasting. 
 
You see, if I put water in the gas tank, and gas in the ra-
diator, the car is not going anywhere. No matter what I 
thought.  It doesn’t matter what you think, if your think-
ing doesn’t agree with the Bible. 
 
Gas goes into the gas tank, and water in the radiator. 
Simple enough? Okay…. The power of God operating in 
your life comes by prayer and fasting. Inventory your 
frustrations and failures, and evaluate them based on 
whether or not you fasted for God to empower you to 
overcome. 
 
Christian’s today are busy and overwhelmed so that their 

things are become new.  Revival can be an emotional 
experience and why shouldn’t a relationship with the 
creator of the universe be emotional.  Revival can also 
represent the restoration of the covenant relationship 
with God.  So as Carmen sings, “Revive us oh Lord!” 
�  
 

Are You Ready? 
Jamie Cullen 
Youth Leader 

 
Revival has been talked about by Pastor 
Chris, Bro Brian in Sunday school and in 
our Youth service.  We have talked about 
not settling for the ordinary, but really 
seeking God and an out pouring of the 
Holy Spirit.  My question now is are you 
really ready for that?  Sometimes our 

schedules are so busy that we don’t have time to fit any-
thing else in and there are so many excuses as to why I 
can’t go to church or why I can’t pray tonight or even 
read the Bible.  I know!!!  I have made those excuses 
myself.  I have reached a point that I am tired of making 
excuses.  I am ready for a move of the Holy Spirit like I 

have never seen before. 
The Spirits timing is perfect though, just like 

when the Holy Ghost power fell in the upper room (acts 
2).  That was amazing.  I really want to talk to you about 
a good way to start off revival in your own life.  Repen-
tance……..True repentance.  Repent for your sins. God 
doesn’t want to leave you where you are.  He has a plan 
for you, but we have to come clean with God.  Pray for 
Revival……We need to bathe our church in prayer and 
our youth group. God will honor our prayers.  He wants 
to send revival. 

 Are we willing to pay the price to allow God to 
do whatever it is that He sovereignly desires?  Are you 
ready for an out pouring of the Holy Ghost?  I am!!  I 
am ready to move out of the Ordinary into what God has 
planned for our Youth and our church.   His divine 
power has given us everything we need for life and god-
liness through our knowledge of him who called us by 
his own glory and goodness" (2 Pet 1:3). 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusa-
lem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth" (Acts 1:8). 
�  
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to say that I have found the real meaning of revival be-
cause that would just be arrogant! *smile*, but my 
mindset has changed on this word and all that it entails- 
in the recent years.  
 
I used to have the mindset that “Revival” was services 
that were every night at 7 starting on Sunday and Ending 
on Thursday. Then, it had to be one of those emotionally
-charged sermons. Amazing Worship. And 35 people 
slain in the Spirit for it to qualify as “Revival”. How 
wrong was that? 
 
But I know I was not alone in that-when you think of 
“REVIVAL”- you think of some crazy-awesome ser-
vices with people laid out on the floor, speaking in 
tongues, hooping and hollering, etc. (you can fill in your 
ideas), but when I look at the Bible with the definition of 
“Revival” as the “restoration of life, renewal of hope and 
strength, the restoration of being useful”. I see a much 
more “every-day” definition/aspect of Revival that is 
just as amazing as the former.  
 
The Crazy-Possessed Guy  
Grab Your Bible: Mark 5:1-20  

 
Revival. 

A castaway from society with problems that no one 
could help him with (major problems) - Renewed to his 
right mind. 
This guy was absolutely in a desperate and sad state- He 
was demon possessed. Roamed the land like an animal- 
I’m sure he once had a job, a family, friends- and that 
had been stolen from him by this evil spirit-but Jesus 
came (hallelujah!), and restored his life to a right-
standing member of his community. Restoration of con-
sciousness- Revival. 
 
The Lady at the Well. 
Read about it: John 4:6-30 
 

Revival. 
A drink of water…restored her to life-real life.  

 
This lady was looking for love in all the wrong places. 5 
husbands and living with a boyfriend at the moment- but 
when she talked (just talked with Him- didn’t get prayed 
for, or slain in the Spirit- just talked) with Jesus- every 
need was met. Her shame, guilt, and need for love were 
replaced by a belief, hope, and confidence in the Life-
Giver. Restoration -Revival. 
 
The Man With Leprosy  
Check it out: Luke 5:12-15 

 
Revival. 

A diseased man- restored to life! 
 
This guy always gets me! Every time I read this story- it 
just makes me think about the background story of this 
guy that we don’t get in the Bible. (Verse 12 really gets 
me when he falls down and begs and says “Lord, if you 
are willing, please make me clean.”) *what a faith and 
desperation!?!* I’m sure Jesus was this guy’s last hope. 
Leprosy was a horrible (and often fatal) disease that not 
only affected people’s physical bodies- but social, spiri-
tual, etc. But this guy was revived- He was brought to 
life- healed of his disease- able to live the life that was 
originally intended for him to live! Restoration of life- 
Revival. 
 
Do you know what each one of these stories has in com-
mon besides people were being revived, renewed, and 
restored? It’s what they did after they had an encounter 
with Jesus- THEY TOLD OTHERS.  
 

Yeah, its true- Read it! 
Mark 5:20 

John 4:28-30 
Luke 5:15 

 
They were so blessed at their personal “Revival”- that 
they wanted others to experience what they had experi-
enced!  
 
What about us? Do we share what God is doing in our 
lives with others so that they can experience the good-
ness of God which leads to change? (Romans 2:4) 
 
Like the Lady at the well, Do we invite others to come 
to church, Bible study, etc with us to experience this 
amazing love and power of Jesus Christ? 
 
Is our definition of Revival merely special church ser-
vices that are designed for Christians to feel the fuzzy-
wuzzies of God?  
 
Hope it made you think. 

�  
What is Revival? 

Brian Neumann 
Adult Education Minister 

 
How do we know what a revival looks 
like?  How do we define revival?  There 
are many definitions for revival.  Let’s 
look at a few.  Webster’s has the follow-

ing definitions:   
1.  an act or instance of reviving  
a. a renewed attention or interest in something  
b. a new presentation of something old  
c.  (1) period of renewed religious interest (2) an often 

highly emotion evangelistic meeting   
        

2.  restoration of validity (as to a contract) 
 
The first meaning in Webster’s is an act of reviving.  
Reviving speaks to restoring something that once was 
there, such as reviving someone’s life.  That means re-
vival can equate to restoring our spiritual life to a 
healthy status.  The newly born Christian is on fire for 
God and wants to study God’s Word, Worship the Lord, 
and talk about Jesus all the time.  Time and the cares of 
this world have a way of withering the vine.  Luke 
8:14 (New International Version) 14The seed that fell 
among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go 
on their way they are choked by life's worries, riches 
and pleasures, and they do not mature. 
 
Revival also speaks to renewal.  It could be said that 
David was asking for revival in Psalms (even a man af-
ter God’s own heart needs revival).  Psalm 51:10 (New 
International Version)  10 Create in me a pure heart, O 
God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
 
Revival is also often associated with a highly emotional 
event.  This leads us to believe that when emotions are 
low that revival is over.  That is like saying that when 
desire or lust is gone that love is gone.  Love is not an 
emotion.  It is a decision.  It is a commitment that has to 
be made everyday, just like our spiritual life.  We have 
to pursue God everyday. 
 
The second meaning of revival according to Webster’s is 
a restoration of validity as in restoring a contract.  The 
good news is that even if we haven’t upheld our end of 
the contract, if we repent, God will restore the contract.  
2 Chronicles 7:14 (New International Version) 14 if my 
people, who are called by my name, will humble them-
selves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will for-
give their sin and will heal their land. 
 
So what can revival look like?  It can look like a return 
to things, as they once were, a restoration from a back-
slidden state.  The relationship with Christ can be made 
new or be renewed.  2 Corinthians 5:17 (King James 
Version)  17Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 

prayer life is the most hindered part of their Christianity. 
Therefore many are loosing hope. It is time to get your 
hope back. 
 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 
This same Jesus that rose from the dead is living inside 
of you by the power of the Holy Ghost! He will em-
power you to overcome any obstacle in your life……. 
Through prayer! 
 
Jesus Christ had a prayer life. He taught us to pray by 
being a role model in the scriptures. Let’s revive the 
wonder working power of almighty God in our lives. 
Let’s revive prayer in our lives this year. The Year of 
Prayer! 
 
Try it and see. Write me a letter in December 2009 and 
testify about God’s greatness through prayer. 
 
You are blessed to be a blessing. 
 
Until next month, 
 
Pastor Chris Kirkendall and family. 
��

Just a �  
Justin Kirkendall 
Worship Pastor  

 

REVIVAL 
 
Revival. 
· restoration to life, consciousness, 
vigor, strength, etc. 
· restoration to use 
the state of being revived. 
 
Revived 

· to return to life, consciousness, vigor, strength, or a 
flourishing condition.  

· to be quickened, restored, or renewed, as hope, confi-
dence, suspicions, or memories. 

 
“Revival” seems to be the “it” word in many churches 
across the nation and the world today. “We need a re-
vival!” “Pray for Revival!” “Revival, Revival, Revival!” 
And that is so true! Let’s pray for it because we need it!  
 
However, if we aren’t careful- the word “revival” can 
become some over-used that we don’t fully grasp or re-
member the real meaning anymore. Now, I’m not about 

 


