This makes me excited. Jesus is preparing a phaces

and it is taking longer than the six days it toolcteate the
heavens and the earth. | can’'t imagine what isgto be
like. 1 Corinthians 15:57 (King James VersionjBut
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory thghuour
Lord Jesus Christ.

God blesses us to be a blessi@gnesis 12:3 (King James
Version)®And | will bless them that bless thee, and curse
him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all famgéls of the
earth be blessed.

God With A Face

Jamie Cullen

| want a God with a face on,” says a little
girl to her minister- thereby expressing a
childlike desire for reality in religion.

This little girl was not satisfied with the
fact that to her God was not tangible or able tadeEn.

She wanted something definite and real. Perhaissh
why we do not take GOD more seriously. Some people
have a theory about GOD. This theory is foggy amd
certain because to them God has not been seenlyisua
This idea of God is beyond their comprehensionthece

connection with everyday life.

Who is the God you worship? Where does he dwisl|?
he real to you? Well | would like you to considesus
Christ. Jesus Christ is God in focus!! In Jesessee
God clearly, distinctly, and down to earth. If yvant to
know what God is like, look at his son. If you wam
hear God, listen to his son. This Jesus...a reabper.a
real man...with a face. A real man who lived a tdeal
Easter is coming and | want you to take the timestdly
recognize why we celebrate Easter. The Easterybdiain
nothing spectacular, but my Jesus did. The biéys be
died so that we may live! WOW!!! Jesus thoughyof
when he was beaten and hung on a cross. The most e
citing is that we are about to celebrate the restion of
a real person...a real messiah...Jesus. | know we were
not physically there, but it happened. Our Jesas ovu-
cified on a cross then laid in a tomb, and themherthird
day Jesus rose from the Grave. There is not a imody
that tomb and we can rejoice. Jesus is in heaagting
to spend eternity with you. | want you to knowttfEad
is real, he loves you, and he really rose fromolded.

He has conquered death, hell, and the Grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice

9G99// X1 '88(s|IS
1d Y9ASS00Y 09€T

7

th Chraistian

Conter Connect Q)

The Greatness of
Prayer!

By: Pastor Chris Kirkendall

What a wonderful God we

our understanding.

It is hard to imagine that the
creator of all takes time to talk
to us. When | have thought
about how GREAT it is to pray,
| just nearly fainted at the
thought: The greatness of
prayer. Think about it. The tele-
phone company of heaven is
prayer.

Below is the definition of greatness.

Greatnesswonderful; first-rate; very goodVe had a great time.
That's great!

How wonderful, first rate, extreme, remarkabletidguished and
important and highly significant to the succeskfento speak to
Almighty God! WOW!

For people to look toward heaven and seek hisitaaa awesome
privilege of the Christian. In fact, during thesecartain times, it is
important to look toward heaven for your answers.

Psalms 121:1 - 2 (KJVJ 1 will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from
whence cometh my hefp.My help cometh from the LORD, which
made heaven and earth.

| believe that we can agree that these are thel¥gst as described in
the Bible by Jesus and the prophets.

In the last days we are guaranteed to have tribulafGreat afflic-
tion, trial, or distress; suffering. An experieribat tests one's endur-
ance, patience, or faith.)

serve; The Lord loves us beyonc | want to share a

we were to observe
church services over
time, how many
would we find that !
devotes serious I
amounts of time to

prayer.
prophecy that came # "3
from the great Azusa

Street Revival. Evan- % ""$!
gelist Dick Reuben

shared this with me. % "

To the church:

A prophecy spoken
during the famous Azusa Street Revival in Los Assgaeh 1906:

“In the last days three things will happen in theat Pentecostal
Movement:

There will be an overemphasis on power rather thighteousness.
There will be an overemphasis on praise to a God tio longer
pray ta

There will be an overemphasis on the gifts of TigtSather than
on the Lordship of Jesus Christ.”

This statement on prayer is troubling. Contempo€inyistian Music
and Worship is so much more popular than prayenkiabout this
for a moment. We can get ten thousand fans intcertsy if we went
to the lengths of advertising, renting halls origmlms, the numbers
would be dramatically lower for prayer meetings.

With the current stress of the times, | find ittdibing that Christians
are unmotivated, and distracted from corporateqrrayeetings. |
have heard of pastors canceling prayer meetingauisegeople do
not show up and have even heard that church leadees partici-
pate in church prayer meetings.

Is there any wonder why Christians seem sick atihtgic? Prayer
is to life what gasoline is to an automobile. IfrShans aren’t going
to pray, why do they believe for the power of Gode in their life?

John 16:33 (KJV)**These things | have spoken unto you, that in m Please hear me: If you want things to change, atelyour personal

ye might have peace. In the world ye shall havwritation: but be of
good cheer; | have overcome the world.

Troubled times are tough. These are times wheatts over-
shadow the presence of God. They are not strohger®od, but our
heart, affections, and/or minds, are taken away f&od and put on
the natural trial. When this happens we need Gapém the eyes of
our hearts.

One of the ways that God opens the eyes of out lsetrough
prayer.

The men who are to busy to pray will find their yges unanswered,
because God is too busy answering praying menigepsa

Prayer is a foundational doctrine of the Christthnrch, however if

and corporate prayer life. If you will “plug in” drget active in your
prayer life, things will change.

Always is the perfect time to pray.

Ephesians 6:18 (KJV}®Prayingalwayswith all prayer and suppli-
cation in the Spirit, and watching thereunto withperseverance
and supplication for all saints;

Prayer is a state of the heart and a way of livBtgengthen your
prayer life and your life will be strengthened amadir days will be
glorious, even when situations in your life are. i@member this is
the year of prayer!

Doing The Same Old Thing: In A Brand New Way!



I hope your April is a wonderful month! Please fxeee in prayer

while I am in New Zealand.

Just a
Sing Praise! Sing
Praise!

Justin Kirkendall

“Well, I'm just a quite, shy person...”

“I can’t sing very well...I don't sing out loud...”
“The pews are too close together...”

“The words aren’t up on the screen...”

“What will people think about me if | start clapgifefore they do-
and keep clapping after they stop! GASP!”

“Everybody worships in their own way....and that dddwe re-
spected”

“I'm tired....l don’t want to...I'm sad”

Ok...Ok... I've just about heard it all... and | tkithat all those state-
ments up and above (while some of them are trieealar. rub-
bish...bologna....nonsense.

| Chronicles 29:10-14, 20 (NIV)
David praised the LORD in the presence ofulimle assembly
saying,

"Praise be to you, O LORD, God of our father Isydedm everlast-
ing to everlasting. Yours, O LORD, is tiyeatnessand thepower
and theglory and themajestyand thesplendor for everything in
heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is thgdom;you are
exaltedas head over all. Wealth and honor come from you; are

theruler of all things.In your handsare strength and power to exalt

and give strength to all. Now, our God, we gige thanks, and
praise your glorious name. "But who am |, and whe my people,
that we should be able to give as generously &% thiverything
comes from you, and we have given you only whaésdrom your
hand.

Now, that is a great song. Would have loved to hibere.

“20 Then David said tdhe whole assemb]yPraise the LORD your
God." So theyall praised the LORD, the God of their fathers; they
bowed lowandfell prostratebefore the LORD and the king.”

Now, I've searched and I've looked- but | can’'tdfiANYWHERE

in this passage where it said that anybody dedidicthey were
going to use any of the aforementioned excused tre#d in my
opening to disqualify themselves from participatwith David (aka:
the worship leader); but | can guarantee that uraites across the
nation (yes, including Faith Christian Center) sB@®Y is thinking
one or more of those nonsensical (my word) rubbiatements be-
fore/during the worship services they are attending

Stop it.

Seriously go back and read those verses in 1 GHesi29. Power-
ful stuff! I’'m talking about the greatness/majegtgiver/glory/
splendor of our God. How our very world and albof needs are
found and met in our great God! Hello- how can potibe moved
by that?

I'll give you another Scripture set causes me towhout all my per-
sonal reasons for being non-demonstrative/emotionalaise and
worship to my God:

Psalm 103:1-5 (NKJV)

Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is withia,rbless his holy
name! Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget nohiglbene-

fits: Who forgives all your iniquities, who healé your dis-

eases, Who redeems your life from destruction, extnvyns you with
loving kindness and tender mercies, Who satisies jmouth with
good things, so that your youth is renewed likecthgle’s.

Can | seriously stand in a worship service quietndre, and still-
when | am worshipping the God that ltese so much for e

Am | seriously going to let the pews hinder my wupsto the God
who has forgiven ALL my sin- who can HEAL ALL mys#ases?

(No. I'll just move to the middle of the aisle loé front of row if it
causes me that much grief- Problem solved.)

Am | going to let my personality and opinions detes from spend-
ing myself at the altar of the One who has REDEEME&Iife from
total DESTRUCTION?

Am | going to wait until | receive a “revelationf ahat the song
means before | sing praises to the God who givegond things? A
God who works all things together for my good? Whiove never
fails?

I’'m amazed sometimes at how we will come into tledyHPresence
of God and not so much as even engage Him but ezpetwone to
do it for us. That's not how it works my friends.

What David asked of the entire congregation wasfagsponse- an
audible, visible response- Not to him but to thed.o

Psalm 147: 1
Hallelujah! It's a good thing to sing praise to 0Giod; praise is
beautiful, praise is fitting.

Praise Defined:

1. To commend; to applaud; to express approbaficio ¢aud

2. To extol in words or song; to magnify; to glgrdn account of
perfections or excellent works; to do honor togligplay the excel-
lence of

Praise is always audible or visible. If it's nob#ie two things- it's
not praise.

So how's your praise/worship life? Is it lackingawe you found
yourself saying one or more of those phrases? Maghebut | know
for a fact that FCC could use a shot of enthusiasdijoy in our
demonstration of praise and worship.

Need more convincing? Ok. Get out your Bible araklap the fol-
lowing Scriptures:

Judges 5:3

| Chronicles 16:9, 16:23.

Psalm 7:17, 9:2, 49:13, 57:9, 95:1, 98:4, 100:2,:38, 135:3, 138:1,
146:2

Jeremiah 20:13

Ephesians 5:18-19

Colossians 3:16

Psalms 47:6
Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praisesit&ing, sing
praises!

Sing...what? Praises! Have a great month!

An Empty Cross
and an Empty
Tomb

Brian Neumann

With Springtime comes the celebration of Eastene $ymbols we
have of Easter are an empty cross and an empty. téditat do these
symbols mean to us? Let’s go to the beginninghéogarden. Man
was created and the world was without sin. Manesiihn Romans

5:12 (King James Version)Wherefore, as by one man sin entered

into the world, and death by sin; and so death pedsipon all men,
for that all have sinned.We were in trouble and without hope.
Romans 3:23 (King James VersiofjFor all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of GodGod had a plan. Even then God
gave us a hint of his plarGenesis 3:15 (King James Ver-

sion) *And | will put enmity between thee and the womamgda
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruiseltbgd, and thou
shalt bruise his heel.God was telling the future when Jesus’ heel
would be bruised on the cross. The heel wouldserbecause he
had to lift the wait of his body by pushing on hiel to take every
breath while on the cross.

God prophesied throughout the centuries of the ogrof a messiah
Isaiah 53:1-12 1Who hath believed our report? armwhom is the
arm of the LORD revealed? 2For he shall grow upfbee him as a
tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: hath no form
nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, theraasbeauty that
we should desire him. 3He is despised and rejectehen; a man
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid & were our
faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemied hi

not. 4Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carriedir sorrows: yet
we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, andietéd. 5But he
was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruiggdour iniqui-
ties: the chastisement of our peace was upon himdavith his
stripes we are healed. 6All we like sheep havegyastray; we have
turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hddid on him
the iniquity of us all. 7He was oppressed, andvaas afflicted, yet
he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamkhe slaughter,
and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, sogemeth not his
mouth. 8He was taken from prison and from judgmeand who
shall declare his generation? for he was cut offtoaf the land of
the living: for the transgression of my people wias

stricken. 9And he made his grave with the wickadd with the
rich in his death; because he had done no violenneijther was any
deceit in his mouth. 10Yet it pleased the LORDbtoiise him; he

hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his sban offering

for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong Hays, and the
pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. Hé shall see of
the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: s knowledge shall
my righteous servant justify many; for he shall beteir iniqui-
ties. 12Therefore will | divide him a portion witthe great, and he
shall divide the spoil with the strong; because h&th poured out
his soul unto death: and he was numbered with thansgressors;
and he bare the sin of many, and made intercesdionthe trans-
gressors.Again it was prophesied isaiah 9:6 (King James Ver-
sion) °For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is giveand the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his nastell be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, Theeglasting
Father, The Prince of PeaceJesus even pointed to the prophesies.
Luke 4:16-21 (King James VersiortfAnd he came to Nazareth,
where he had been brought up: and, as his custonswa went
into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stoodarfo

read. Y’And there was delivered unto him the book of thephet
Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he foumalglace
where it was written,**The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because
he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to thepbe hath sent
me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliveratcé¢he captives,
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set atditty them that are
bruised, **To preach the acceptable year of the Lor/And he
closed the book, and he gave it again to the mimisind sat down.
And the eyes of all them that were in the synagoguere fastened
on him. #!And he began to say unto them, This day is thisistre
fulfilled in your ears. Jesus even prophesied himseléhn 3:14-

18 (King James Version}*And as Moses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness, even so must the Son of man bediftip: **That
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, batve eternal

life. *®For God so loved the world, that he gave his onigbtten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should notighr but have
everlasting life. *’For God sent not his Son into the world to con-
demn the world; but that the world through him migtbe

saved. *®He that believeth on him is not condemned: but et
believeth not is condemned already, because he mathbelieved in
the name of the only begotten Son of Gadesus spoke of God's
love which is what his whole plan is about.

The apostle John spoke of God'’s love that we didederve because
we didn’t even love him1 John 4:10 (New International Version)
10This is love: not that we loved God, but thatlbged us and sent
his Son as an atoning sacrifice for[a] our sind/hat was the plan,
to restore things as beforé.John 3:8 (King James VersiorfHe
that committeth sin is of the devil; for the dedinneth from the
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was mfested, that
he might destroy the works of the devil.he exciting thing is how
God accomplishes his plans. He completes evetyop#nem. Mat-
thew 5:18 (New International Version§l tell you the truth, until
heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest lettest the least
stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear frame Law until
everything is accomplished.

So what does an empty cross and an empty tombstellesus ful-
filled the first part of his mission. He paid thece on the cross for
our sins, but he wasn't defeated there. The dsossipty and the
tomb is empty because he rose agaliCorinthians 15:4 (King
James VersionfAnd that he was buried, and that he rose again the
third day according to the scripturesBut Jesus isn’t done yet.
John 14:1-3 (King James Versiorf)_et not your heart be troubled:
ye believe in God, believe also in mién my Father's house are
many mansions: if it were not so, | would have toldu. | go to
prepare a place for you®And if | go and prepare a place for you, |
will come again, and receive you unto myself; tivalhere |

am, there ye may be also.



