
 

Doing The Same Old Thing: In A Brand New Way! 

The Greatness of 
Prayer! 

 
By: Pastor Chris Kirkendall 

 

What a wonderful God we 
serve; The Lord loves us beyond 
our understanding. 
It is hard to imagine that the 
creator of all takes time to talk 
to us. When I have thought 
about how GREAT it is to pray, 
I just nearly fainted at the 
thought: The greatness of 
prayer. Think about it. The tele-
phone company of heaven is 
prayer.  

 
Below is the definition of greatness. 
  
Greatness: wonderful; first-rate; very good: We had a great time. 
That's great! 
 
How wonderful, first rate, extreme, remarkable, distinguished and 
important and highly significant to the success in life to speak to 
Almighty God! WOW!  
 
For people to look toward heaven and seek his face is an awesome 
privilege of the Christian. In fact, during these uncertain times, it is 
important to look toward heaven for your answers.  
 
Psalms 121:1 - 2 (KJV) 1    I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from 
whence cometh my help. 2    My help cometh from the LORD, which 
made heaven and earth. 
 
I believe that we can agree that these are the last days as described in 
the Bible by Jesus and the prophets.  
In the last days we are guaranteed to have tribulation. (Great afflic-
tion, trial, or distress; suffering. An experience that tests one's endur-
ance, patience, or faith.)   
 
John 16:33 (KJV) 33These things I have spoken unto you, that in me 
ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of 
good cheer; I have overcome the world. 
Troubled times are tough. These are times when situations over-
shadow the presence of God. They are not stronger than God, but our 
heart, affections, and/or minds, are taken away from God and put on 
the natural trial. When this happens we need God to open the eyes of 
our hearts.  
One of the ways that God opens the eyes of our heart is through 
prayer.  
The men who are to busy to pray will find their prayers unanswered, 
because God is too busy answering praying men’s prayers.  
Prayer is a foundational doctrine of the Christian church, however if 

we were to observe 
church services over 
time, how many 
would we find that 
devotes serious 
amounts of time to 
prayer. 
I want to share a 
prophecy that came 
from the great Azusa 
Street Revival. Evan-
gelist Dick Reuben 
shared this with me.  
To the church:  
 
A prophecy spoken 
during the famous Azusa Street Revival in Los Angeles on 1906: 
 
“In the last days three things will happen in the great Pentecostal 
Movement:  
There will be an overemphasis on power rather than righteousness.  
There will be an overemphasis on praise to a God the no longer 
pray to.  
There will be an overemphasis on the gifts of The Spirit rather than 
on the Lordship of Jesus Christ.”  
 
This statement on prayer is troubling. Contemporary Christian Music 
and Worship is so much more popular than prayer. Think about this 
for a moment. We can get ten thousand fans into concerts; if we went 
to the lengths of advertising, renting halls or coliseums, the numbers 
would be dramatically lower for prayer meetings.  
 
With the current stress of the times, I find it disturbing that Christians 
are unmotivated, and distracted from corporate prayer meetings. I 
have heard of pastors canceling prayer meetings because people do 
not show up and have even heard that church leaders never partici-
pate in church prayer meetings.  
 
Is there any wonder why Christians seem sick and lethargic? Prayer 
is to life what gasoline is to an automobile. If Christians aren’t going 
to pray, why do they believe for the power of God to be in their life?  
 
Please hear me: If you want things to change, evaluate your personal 
and corporate prayer life. If you will “plug in” and get active in your 
prayer life, things will change.  
 
Always is the perfect time to pray.  
Ephesians 6:18 (KJV) 18Praying always with all prayer and suppli-
cation in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance 
and supplication for all saints; 
 
Prayer is a state of the heart and a way of living. Strengthen your 
prayer life and your life will be strengthened and your days will be 
glorious, even when situations in your life are not. Remember this is 
the year of prayer!  

This makes me excited.  Jesus is preparing a place for us 
and it is taking longer than the six days it took to create the 
heavens and the earth.  I can’t imagine what it’s going to be 
like.  1 Corinthians 15:57 (King James Version) 57But 
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
God blesses us to be a blessing!  Genesis 12:3 (King James 
Version) 3And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse 
him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed. 

��

 
God With A Face 

Jamie Cullen 
 

I want a God with a face on,” says a little 
girl to her minister- thereby expressing a 
childlike desire for reality in religion.  
This little girl was not satisfied with the 

fact that to her God was not tangible or able to be seen.  
She wanted something definite and real.  Perhaps that is 
why we do not take GOD more seriously.  Some people 
have a theory about GOD.  This theory is foggy and un-
certain because to them God has not been seen visually.  
This idea of God is beyond their comprehension and there 

connection with everyday life.   
 
Who is the God you worship?  Where does he dwell?  Is 
he real to you?  Well I would like you to consider Jesus 
Christ.  Jesus Christ is God in focus!!  In Jesus we see 
God clearly, distinctly, and down to earth.  If you want to 
know what God is like, look at his son.  If you want to 
hear God, listen to his son.  This Jesus…a real person…a 
real man…with a face.  A real man who lived a real life.  
Easter is coming and I want you to take the time to really 
recognize why we celebrate Easter.  The Easter bunny did 
nothing spectacular, but my Jesus did.  The bible says he 
died so that we may live!  WOW!!!  Jesus thought of you 
when he was beaten and hung on a cross.  The most ex-
citing is that we are about to celebrate the resurrection of 
a real person…a real messiah…Jesus.  I know we were 
not physically there, but it happened.  Our Jesus was cru-
cified on a cross then laid in a tomb, and then on the third 
day Jesus rose from the Grave.  There is not a body in 
that tomb and we can rejoice.  Jesus is in heaven waiting 
to spend eternity with you.  I want you to know that God 
is real, he loves you, and he really rose from the dead.  
He has conquered death, hell, and the Grave.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice 
�  
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 I hope your April is a wonderful month! Please keep me in prayer 

while I am in New Zealand. ��
�

Just a �  
Sing Praise! Sing 

Praise! 
Justin Kirkendall 

 
“Well, I’m just a quite, shy person…” 
 
“I can’t sing very well…I don’t sing out loud…”  
 
“The pews are too close together…”  
 
“The words aren’t up on the screen…”  
 
“What will people think about me if I start clapping before they do- 
and keep clapping after they stop! GASP!”  
 
“Everybody worships in their own way….and that should be re-
spected”  
 
“I’m tired….I don’t want to…I’m sad”  
 
Ok...Ok... I’ve just about heard it all… and I think that all those state-
ments up and above (while some of them are true) are all… rub-
bish…bologna….nonsense. 
 
I Chronicles 29:10-14, 20 (NIV) 
David praised the LORD in the presence of the whole assembly, 
saying,  
 
"Praise be to you, O LORD, God of our father Israel, from everlast-
ing to everlasting.  Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power 
and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in 
heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; you are 
exalted as head over all. Wealth and honor come from you; you are 
the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt 
and give strength to all.   Now, our God, we give you thanks, and 
praise your glorious name. "But who am I, and who are my people, 
that we should be able to give as generously as this? Everything 
comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your 
hand.  
 
Now, that is a great song. Would have loved to been there.  
 
“20 Then David said to the whole assembly, "Praise the LORD your 
God." So they all praised the LORD, the God of their fathers; they 
bowed low and fell prostrate before the LORD and the king.” 
 
Now, I’ve searched and I’ve looked- but I can’t find ANYWHERE 
in this passage where it said that anybody decided that they were 
going to use any of the aforementioned excuses that I used in my 
opening to disqualify themselves from participating with David (aka: 
the worship leader); but I can guarantee that in churches across the 
nation (yes, including Faith Christian Center) someBODY is thinking 
one or more of those nonsensical (my word) rubbish statements be-
fore/during the worship services they are attending.  
Stop it. 

 

 

I Chronicles 16:9, 16:23. 
Psalm 7:17, 9:2, 49:13, 57:9, 95:1, 98:4, 100:2, 104:33, 135:3, 138:1, 
146:2 
Jeremiah 20:13 
Ephesians 5:18-19 
Colossians 3:16 
 
Psalms 47:6 
Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing 
praises! 
 
Sing…what? Praises! Have a great month! 
 

�  
�

An Empty Cross 
and an Empty 

Tomb 
Brian Neumann 

�
With Springtime comes the celebration of Easter.  The symbols we 
have of Easter are an empty cross and an empty tomb.  What do these 
symbols mean to us?  Let’s go to the beginning, to the garden.  Man 
was created and the world was without sin.  Man sinned.  Romans 
5:12 (King James Version) 12Wherefore, as by one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned.  We were in trouble and without hope.   
Romans 3:23 (King James Version) 23For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God.  God had a plan.  Even then God 
gave us a hint of his plan.  Genesis 3:15 (King James Ver-
sion) 15And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel.  God was telling the future when Jesus’ heel 
would be bruised on the cross.  The heel would bruise because he 
had to lift the wait of his body by pushing on his heel to take every 
breath while on the cross. 
God prophesied throughout the centuries of the coming of a messiah.  
Isaiah 53:1-12 1Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the 
arm of the LORD revealed?  2For he shall grow up before him as a 
tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form 
nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that 
we should desire him.  3He is despised and rejected of men; a man 
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our 
faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him 
not.  4Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet 
we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  5But he 
was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniqui-
ties: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed.  6All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all.  7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet 
he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, 
and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his 
mouth.  8He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who 
shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of 
the living: for the transgression of my people was he 
stricken.  9And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the 
rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any 
deceit in his mouth.  10Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he 

Seriously go back and read those verses in 1 Chronicles 29.  Power-
ful stuff! I’m talking about the greatness/majesty/ power/glory/
splendor of our God. How our very world and all of our needs are 
found and met in our great God! Hello- how can you not be moved 
by that?  
 
I’ll give you another Scripture set causes me to throw out all my per-
sonal reasons for being non-demonstrative/emotional in praise and 
worship to my God:  
 
Psalm 103:1-5 (NKJV)  
Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless his holy 
name! Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his bene-
fits:  Who forgives all your iniquities, who heals all your dis-
eases, Who redeems your life from destruction, who crowns you with 
loving kindness and tender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with 
good things, so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
 
Can I seriously stand in a worship service quiet, demure, and still- 
when I am worshipping the God that has done so much for me?   
 
Am I seriously going to let the pews hinder my worship to the God 
who has forgiven ALL my sin- who can HEAL ALL my diseases?  
 
(No. I’ll just move to the middle of the aisle of the front of row if it 
causes me that much grief- Problem solved.) 
 
Am I going to let my personality and opinions deter me from spend-
ing myself at the altar of the One who has REDEEMED my life from 
total DESTRUCTION?  
 
Am I going to wait until I receive a “revelation” of what the song 
means before I sing praises to the God who gives me good things? A 
God who works all things together for my good? Whose love never 
fails?  
 
I’m amazed sometimes at how we will come into the Holy Presence 
of God and not so much as even engage Him but expect someone to 
do it for us. That’s not how it works my friends.  
 
What David asked of the entire congregation was for a response- an 
audible, visible response- Not to him but to the Lord.  
 
Psalm 147: 1  
Hallelujah! It's a good thing to sing praise to our God; praise is 
beautiful, praise is fitting. 
 
Praise Defined:  
1. To commend; to applaud; to express approbation of; to laud 
2. To extol in words or song; to magnify; to glorify on account of 
perfections or excellent works; to do honor to; to display the excel-
lence of 
 
Praise is always audible or visible. If it’s not those two things- it’s 
not praise.  
 
So how’s your praise/worship life? Is it lacking? Have you found 
yourself saying one or more of those phrases? Maybe not, but I know 
for a fact that FCC could use a shot of enthusiasm and joy in our 
demonstration of praise and worship.  
 
Need more convincing? Ok. Get out your Bible and look up the fol-
lowing Scriptures:  
�
Judges 5:3 

hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering 
for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the 
pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.  11He shall see of 
the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall 
my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniqui-
ties.  12Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he 
shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out 
his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; 
and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the trans-
gressors.  Again it was prophesied in Isaiah 9:6 (King James Ver-
sion) 6For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace.  Jesus even pointed to the prophesies.  
Luke 4:16-21 (King James Version) 16And he came to Nazareth, 
where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went 
into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to 
read.  17And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet 
Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place 
where it was written,  18The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent 
me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised,  19To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.  20And he 
closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. 
And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened 
on him.  21And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture 
fulfilled in your ears.  Jesus even prophesied himself.  John 3:14-
18 (King James Version) 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:  15That 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal 
life.  16For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.  17For God sent not his Son into the world to con-
demn the world; but that the world through him might be 
saved.  18He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that 
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in 
the name of the only begotten Son of God.  Jesus spoke of God’s 
love which is what his whole plan is about.   
The apostle John spoke of God’s love that we didn’t deserve because 
we didn’t even love him.  1 John 4:10 (New International Version)
10This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent 
his Son as an atoning sacrifice for[a] our sins.  What was the plan, 
to restore things as before.  1 John 3:8 (King James Version) 8He 
that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the 
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that 
he might destroy the works of the devil.  The exciting thing is how 
God accomplishes his plans.  He completes every part of them.  Mat-
thew 5:18 (New International Version)18I tell you the truth, until 
heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least 
stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until 
everything is accomplished. 
So what does an empty cross and an empty tomb tell us.  Jesus ful-
filled the first part of his mission.  He paid the price on the cross for 
our sins, but he wasn’t defeated there.  The cross is empty and the 
tomb is empty because he rose again.   1Corinthians 15:4 (King 
James Version) 4And that he was buried, and that he rose again the 
third day according to the scriptures.  But Jesus isn’t done yet.  
John 14:1-3 (King James Version) 1Let not your heart be troubled: 
ye believe in God, believe also in me.  2In my Father's house are 
many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 
prepare a place for you.  3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also. 


