
Doing The Same Old Thing: In A Brand New Way! 

Giving the battle 
to the Lord 

 
By: Pastor Chris Kirkendall 

 

 
Matthew 16:18 (KJV) 
18And I say also unto 
thee, That thou art Peter, 
and upon this rock I will 
build my church; and the 
gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it.  
 
The church of Jesus 

Christ is a powerful entity. In fact it is the institution 
that brings about God’s Kingdom in the earth. In fact, 
our Lord and savior made a declaration: The gates of 
hell shall not prevail against the church. 
 
If you look around today, with all the Christian televi-
sion and literature that is out there you would think that 
the Christian church would be well on its way. How-
ever the reality is that in some cases it has confused 
good people and these people have been distracted 
from a true Christian walk. Satan loves distractions.  
 
The focus of the Christian church should always be Je-
sus. It is the preaching of Jesus that brings change 
along with signs and wonders. I am sad today to see 
that people are preaching signs and wonders expecting 
Jesus to follow. (Hello!)  
 
One of the main misunderstandings today in the Chris-
tian church is that you can have the manifested power 
of God without prayer. So many Christians are disillu-
sioned about the faith because of this misunderstand-
ing. Pastors and leaders are afraid to call prayer meet-
ings because they are afraid people will not come, so 
the topic of prayer receives little attention in the pulpits 
across the world.  
 
This has to change. If you look at the state of the world 
crisis today, even an imbecile can see that we are in 

trouble. Yet when 
I make observa-
tion a small per-
centage of Chris-
tian leaders are 
calling for prayer. 
I think the reason 
is simple, they 
have not prayed 
themselves there-
fore they do not 
know how to lead 
others into 
prayer.  
 
Please take time to read and meditate on the substance 
of this month’s article: The power of prayer and praise.  
 
2 Chronicles 20:17 - 19 (KJV) 17Ye shall not need to 
fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and 
see the salvation of the LORD with you, O Judah and 
Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to morrow go 
out against them: for the LORD will be with 
you.  18And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face 
to the ground: and all Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem fell before the LORD, worshipping the 
LORD.  19And the Levites, of the children of the Ko-
hathites, and of the children of the Korhites, stood up 
to praise the LORD God of Israel with a loud voice on 
high. 
 
As we find our place in Christ through the attitude of 
prayer, we will realize that the battle belongs to the 
Lord. Our position in battle is to have the shield of 
faith, while we pray. Faith will quench the fiery darts 
of hell as our prayers connect to God, and faith will 
allow us to see the manifestation of his presence as 
God answers our prayers.  
 
When it comes to spiritual warfare, we need to recon-
nect to the bible and what God’s word exhorts us to do. 
Unfortunately well meaning Christians enter into a 
realm of warfare that leaves them distraught. When this 
happens they do not have a view of the overcoming 
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 power of Christ in the church. (Matthew 16:18) In fact, 
many across congregational lines have experienced this 
and have departed from the faith.  
 
When we stand still, this means that in our natural 
abilities we don’t try to force something to happen. We 
then focus our time and energy on worship and prayer. 
This is very biblical. For more information get my 
teaching on Prayer and Worship. As we do this, God 
begins to move. Remember, God wants to move on 
your behalf.  
 
2 Chronicles 20:21 - 22 (KJV) 21And when he had con-
sulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the 
LORD, and that should praise the beauty of holiness, 
as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the 
LORD; for his mercy endureth for ever.  22And when 
they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set am-
bushments against the children of Ammon, Moab, and 
mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and they 
were smitten.    
 
WOW! This pattern will get the same results today. 
When we give ourselves over to prayer and worship, 
we become weak in ourselves and strong in the Lord. If 
we will be strong in the Lord and in the power of his 
might, we will see full deliverance, and total victory 
over our enemies. Give your battles to the Lord 
through prayer and praise and watch what God will do 
for you.  
 
Allow this teaching to encourage you to praise and 
pray. It will change your life. I know that God has 
great things in store for you.  
 
 
May the blessing of the Lord that makes rich and adds 
no sorrow be upon your life!  
�  
 

Just a �  
Crave the Wave 

Justin Kirkendall 
 
 
Summertime! As you know, Southeast 
Texas can be one hot place to live, and 

I'm not talking about a level of attractiveness- I mean 
hot. As some of the teenagers spell it: H-A-W-T. 
 

I remember spending my summers with my great 
grandmother at Rayburn and the highlight of the day- 
the moment that I absolutely lived for was going to the 
country club and swimming. 
 
The thought of the pool made the day go by quicker, 
and the harder the work (always work before play)- the 
more refreshing and more appreciated the time at the 
pool was to me. 
 
2 Chronicles 7:14: 
Recently, in a sermon at FCC, I was brought to the at-
tention of this Scripture and my ears narrowed in on 
that word 'crave' and immediately wheels started spin-
ning. 
 
We commonly use this Scripture as “the” scripture for 
prayer- but notice that in the Scripture there's some 
other stuff going on besides praying: it says “humble 
themselves, pray , seek , crave My face..” 
 
There is more going on in that Scripture than being 
humble and praying- There is that craving part. 
 
Crave: 

1. to long for; want greatly, desire eagerly 
2. to require, to need 
3. to ask earnestly for (to beg) something 

 
Just like the water in the pool was refreshing to my 
burning skin on a hot summer day- the Lord's presence 
is refreshing to our souls in times of need. We should 
crave it. We should crave the wave of God's presence. 
If you've ever been to the beach, standing in the ocean 
(or in a not-so-lazy-river at Schlitterbahn), I'm sure 
you've been knocked over by a wave that came out of 
nowhere, you know what I mean by that refreshing, 
helpless state your in as the wave just takes off with 
you. The Lord wants to do that today, right now- while 
you're sitting there reading this- when you come to 
church- when you're in grocery store. He just wants to 
overtake you- run you over in His presence and take 
off with you (Deuteronomy 28:2)How awesome is 
that? Seriously? 
 
We sing the song: 
“More of You/Less of Me 
I am thirsty, hungry, desperate for 
Your presence” 
 
I don't know about you, but when I get tired of myself- 
when I get desperate enough, when I crave His pres-



 

ence more than I crave something else (whether it be 
my own personal entertainment, wanting the approval 
of man, etc)- He is always faithful to just come in and 
just bull doze me with His unending love, grace and 
mercy and change me. *Jeremiah 31:25/ Psalms 23* 
(That's the key- there's no sense in desiring God's pres-
ence if you aren't going to be changed by it- if you're 
aren't changed by his Presence- it is nothing more than 
an emotional high- not a Spiritual Encounter with The 
One- He causes change) 
 
Side Note: a lot of people get turned off by that word 
“desperate”. Nobody wants to be called “desperate”- 
which I get. But when it comes to church/ your spiri-
tual life- can you seriously tell me that you have all 
that you need of the Lord? I don't think so. 
 
Desperation encompasses the sense of urgency- a great 
need/want. You need the Lord and need Him now. It 
recognizes our limitations. It checks our ego (small us- 
big God) It appeals to our emotions. In this sense, It's 
not a negative thing. 
 
It's my hope and prayer that you along with all the 
members of Faith Christian Center as a whole- would 
learn to “crave the wave” of God's presence- because 
when the Lord overtakes you, He will revolutionize 
your life, your family, and your community. All that in 
the first 10 minutes of a Sunday morning service! 
Haha! How awesome would that be? 
 
I'll leave you this month with a quote from one of my 
favorite worship songs. 
 
I'm running through the gates of love as fast as I can/ I 
can't wait to see you because I'm a desperate man/ My 
desire is burning like a million stars/ I'll keep reaching 
out, reaching out for You...” 
 
Phil Wickham “Desire” 
Make it a great month. 
�  
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Hunger 
Brian Neumann 

�
What would you do for a Klondike bar?  
Have you heard the commercial?  They 
are asking what would you give up for 
the gratification.  In this nation of pros-

perity, I don’t think there are many that truly know the 
meaning of hunger.  We think of hunger as the feeling 
when we get out of church a little late for lunch.  True 
hunger is when you will do about anything to eat.  The 
pursuit is highly focused and you are highly motivated 
to get food.  Proverbs 16:26 (Amplified Bible)26The 
appetite of the laborer works for him, for [the need of] 
his mouth urges him on.   
 
Studies have shown that animals and humans are actu-
ally more active when hungry.  It makes sense, we are 
motivated to find food.  Are we more active when we 
hunger for God, or do we give up easily after little ef-
fort?   If you really want someone to answer the door, 
you keep knocking until they open it. 
 
Jesus promised that if we hunger for him that we will 
be filled.  Matthew 5:6 (NIV) 6Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled.  John 6:35 (NIV) 35Then Jesus declared, "I am 
the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go 
hungry, and he who believes in me will never be 
thirsty.  
 
God is actually looking for those of us that are seeking 
him.  Psalm 14:2 (AB)2The Lord looked down from 
heaven upon the children of men to see if there were 
any who understood, dealt wisely, and sought after 
God, inquiring for and of Him and requiring Him [of 
vital necessity].   
 
The only thing is that we need to follow the formula he 
gives.  2 Chronicles 7:14 (AB)14If My people, who are 
called by My name, shall humble themselves, pray, 
seek, crave, and require of necessity My face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven, 
forgive their sin, and heal their land.   
 
Chronicles speaks of craving and requiring of neces-
sity, God’s face and also states that we need to turn 
from our wicked ways (not return to them when God 
doesn’t answer the way we want or in the time frame 
we want.)  Deuteronomy 4:29 (AB)29But if from there 
you will seek (inquire for and require as necessity) the 
Lord your God, you will find Him if you [truly] seek 
Him with all your heart [and mind] and soul and life.   
 
This is what you have to give for a Klondike bar, all 
your heart, soul and life.  That means that you may 
have to give up what you think life is all about.  It’s not 
as bad as it sounds.   



 John 10:10 (KJV) 10The thief cometh not, but for to 
steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have it more abun-
dantly.  God has a plan for our life (Jeremiah 29:11) 
and it’s for an abundant life. 
��
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Revival & Forgiveness 
Jamie Cullen 

 
The crowd that watched Jesus heal the 
paralytic responded enthusiastically to 
his dramatic display of power (Matt9:8), 
but they overlooked his more significant 

ability to forgive sins.  The power of forgiveness is im-
measurable.  Jesus challenged us as his followers to 
forgive others who have wronged or hurt us (Matt 6:14
-15, 18:21-35). To some that might seem like a simple 
act, but anyone who has struggled with pain and anger 
knows that takes enormous power to TRULY forgive 
someone. 
   
One definition of forgiveness is to lay aside one’s hurt 
and to reach out to the offender with an embrace.  Step 

back and take a look at yourself and see if you really 
do that.  Can you embrace one that has offended you?  
On the other hand, when you forgive someone you are 
also releasing them from a paralyzing guilt.  This re-
lease of guilt can even turn the course of someone’s 
life for good (James 5:19-20) Forgiveness is powerful 
and liberating. I believe that Forgiveness leads to re-
vival in your own life and in the church.  At church we 
sing “Won’t you pour out your spirit on this land 
Won’t you pour out your spirit once again, Let revival 
fall from you out stretched hand Once again”  
 
What are we really meaning?  God does not have an 
age limit for a person he pours out his Spirit on.  I think 
we need to clean the “junk “or unforgiveness out of the 
Temple where the Holy Spirit dwells (which is us) and 
get ready for God to move.  We have to prepare our 
hearts and get in line with God.  You don’t have to 
wait till your older or in a few months; you can start to 
prepare yourself now!!!  I believe all of you will play a 
major roll in revival.  Let’s get ready!!!!!! 
��
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