
Doing The Same Old Thing: In A Brand New Way! 

Prayer:  
It’s Like 

Talking To 
Your  

Father 
 

By: Pastor Chris Kirkendall 
 

 
I have witnessed first hand 
the reluctance people have 

to pray. I have heard that public speaking is the greatest fear 
people have, a close second and third would be prayer, and 
praying out loud. If it is true that life and death are in the 
power of the tongue, and that confession is vital to our victory, 
then wouldn’t it make sense to verbalize our prayers? 
 
My goal this year is to see you grow in boldness and confi-
dence when you pray. Fear of praying is common and normal. 
Letting fear grip you so as to never overcome that fear is ab-
normal. The twelve disciples that walked with Jesus wanted to 
know how to pray. 
 
Luke 11:1 (KJV) 1And it came to pass, that, as he was pray-
ing in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said 
unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disci-
ples.  

In response to their question, Jesus Christ taught his disciples 
to pray. We can call it a pattern or a guide. A guide is one who 
leads or directs another’s way. So we will use the Lord’s 
Prayer to lead and direct our way through prayer. 
 
Luke 11:2 (KJV) 2And he said unto them, When ye pray, 
say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in 
earth.  

It is interesting to me that the Lord in praying takes the focus 
off of us and our abilities, and he places the emphasis on God. 
Prayer is to be used to guide our way, and to call upon God to 
do the things that we cannot do. Jesus is qualifying the “one” 
who is responsible to answer our prayers. 
 

Jesus Christ re-
minds us that we 
are to rely on God 
the Father for our 
needs. We are not 
to turn to psychics, 
horoscopes, idols, 
or any other sub-
stance to meet our 
needs. We are to 
turn to God. 
 
Jesus describes God 
as a Father. This 
says to me that God 
desires a close intimate family relationship with us. Not a dic-
tatorial relationship or an impersonal relationship, but a close 
one. 
 
Note: In America, the family has been made to look abnormal. 
What has become normal is cohabitation, homosexual relation-
ships, single parenting etc… and so the “father” role in Amer-
ica over the past 25 years as played out in the media, and the 
high divorce rate etc... has diminished. 
 
This has affected the Christian’s view of God as a father. In 
many instances the church has had to take time and teach what 
a “father” really is. 
A father is the head of the household. It is a title of respect and 
admiration. The source, origin, cause, protector or guardian. 
 
Guardian: a person who guards, protects, or preserves. It is a 
person who is entrusted by law with the care of the person and/
or property. It is someone who has a legal responsibility to 
provide care for another who is legally incapable of managing 
his or her own affairs. 
 
The description of God as our Father reveals his will to us. 
Therefore our pattern for prayer begins with Jesus teaching us 
to acknowledge God as Father. 
 
Through his nurture, love, and protection, he wants to take 
care of us in a way that is personal, thoughtful, and demon-
strated by answering our prayer. 
 
Psalms 103:13 (KJV) 13    Like as a father pitieth his chil-
dren, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him. 

Pitieth means to love, have compassion on, to show mercy to. 
Fear means to hold in reverence and esteem highly. As we rev-
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erence the Lord and esteem him, he will through love and 
compassion show mercy unto us. Grace is getting what we do 
not deserve. Mercy is not getting what we do deserve. Selah! 
 
So we see that we have a God who loves us so much we are 
considered part of his family. The Lord moves our focus off of 
us and onto the “one” who can answer our prayer. 
 
Lastly today, we see that God is in heaven. God’s resources 
are under his command meaning that he has access to every-
thing in order to answer our prayers. Our resources may be 
limited, but God’s is not. We have to remember that our God is 
not some face on a totem pole, but that he is Almighty God 
whose throne is in the celestial heavens. That will crank my 
tractor. 
 
I will leave you this month focused on your relationship with 
God and where he dwells. As we fix our eyes upon him, our 
faith grows, and as it grows we receive from the Lord. 
 
Hebrews 11:6 (KJV) 6But without faith it is impossible to 
please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, 
and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.  

�  
 

Just a �  
Your Life: The  

Ultimate Sacrifice 
of Worship 

Justin Kirkendall 
 
 
I'll start off with an illustration about $ because that will either 
get your attention or make you put the newsletter down. I hope 
to get the first one :)  
 
If I tell you I'm going to give you a million dollars, you would 
probably say “Yeah, OK, Whatever” because you know I don't 
have a million dollars (and if I did, I don't think I'd be giving it 
to you). 
 
BUT if I SANG to you that I was going to give you a million 
dollars, you would believe me right? Probably not. 
 
Now, if I walked up to you asked you to open your hand... and 
then proceeded to place one million dollars in your hand- 
would you believe me? Sure. Because of my actions, you knew 
I wasn't messing around.  
 
 Talk is cheap. Singing is cheap. Actions are not. 
James 2:18 Suppose someone disagrees and says, "It is possi-
ble to have faith without doing kind deeds." I would answer, 

"Prove that you have faith without doing kind deeds, and I will 
prove that I have faith by doing them."  
We've heard that thousands of times in regards to countless 
things... promises that have been unkept, people who promise 
to change but don't...etc.  
 
If it, indeed, is true that “talk is cheap” than why do we think 
that a nice little melody in a song would place any more value 
on our words in worship?  
 
It doesn't. What does make our worship valuable and meaning-
ful is the connection between our hearts, heads, mouths, and 
then our lives.  
 
It's really true. It's not some uber-religious statement that peo-
ple like to make because it makes other people go “hmmmm?” 
Everything that you do is an act of worship. Think about it- 
Everything you do, Everything you say (Matt. 12:36)  is an 
act of worship to someBody.  
 
Due to Christ's ultimate sacrifice for our lives to live in eter-
nity with Him, Our lives are our ultimate sacrifice of worship. 
The best thing anybody could ever do to begin to repay the 
debt owed (which can never be repaid) to Christ is to surrender 
our lives to Him, live for Him, and the wholeheartedly thank 
(worship) Him every chance we get.  
 
So with that fact established, our lives encompass more than 
just what we “say”- it includes our thoughts, our actions, our 
attitudes (OUCH), etc. That's why: 
 
Proverbs 4:23 Keep vigilant watch over your heart; that's 
where life starts. Don't talk out of both sides of your mouth; 
avoid careless banter, white lies, and gossip. Keep your eyes 
straight ahead; ignore all sideshow distractions. Watch your 
step, and the road will stretch out smooth before you. Look 
neither right nor left; leave evil in the dust.  
 
Our hearts needed to be tended to; kind of like a garden. If not 
cultivated, watered, taken care of, a garden will not bear much 
fruit (if any at all) . The fruit that it will bear will be small, 
puny, and colorless.  
 
If we don't keep our hearts in line with God's Word, our hearts 
get filled with junk. Weeds of bitterness, anger, unforgiveness, 
apathy, and OPINIONS (ouch again!) start to grow in our 
hearts. We start to become focused on ourselves: our needs, 
our wants, our desires. Our worship begins to be crowded out 
by thoughts, the radio: it's a small, puny, and lifeless offering. 
And due to the extravagant cost that God had to pay to ransom 
our souls from hell, a puny/lifeless/joyless offering of worship 
(or living) due to our feelings, our emotions, our attitude, our 
circumstances  is not GOOD ENOUGH for Him. Think about 
that. 
 
Hosea 10:12 12 Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap the 
fruit of unfailing love, and break up your unplowed ground; 
for it is time to seek the LORD, until he comes and showers 
righteousness on you.  
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I totally went on a tangent today- because my newsletter was 
supposed to be something totally different. Ha! Apparently, 
God had other plans.  
Give God what He deserves this month and for the rest of the 
year: Your life: a joyful, extravagantly worshipful life.  
 
Colosians 3:1-2 So if you're serious about living this new res-
urrection life with Christ, act like it. Pursue the things over 
which Christ presides. Don't shuffle along, eyes to the ground, 
absorbed with the things right in front of you. Look up, and be 
alert to what is going on around Christ—that's where the ac-
tion is. See things from his perspective. 

� �

Is The Church  
Suffering From  

Bipolar Disorder? 
Brian Neumann 

�
Many in the church are suffering from extremes. One week 
they are at extreme highs and as soon as the next week they 
can be at extreme lows. Evidence of this can often be seen in 
church attendance. Someone may come to church three weeks 
in a row and then miss two months of Sundays. Sunday is not 
one day a week we act differently. Becoming born again 
should mean we have put on a new nature. 2 Corinthians 
5:17 (New International Version)17Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has 
come! One of the definitions of bipolar is having two opposite 
or contradictory ideas or natures. We can’t be successful, 
abundantly living Christians if we still live the same life. One 
of the definitions of insanity is to continue doing the same 
thing, but to expect different results. 

Have you heard the story of the scorpion and the turtle? A tur-
tle was happily swimming along a river when a scorpion hailed 
it from the shore. A scorpion, being a very poor swimmer, 
asked a turtle to carry him on his back across a river. "Are you 
mad?" exclaimed the turtle. "You'll sting me while I'm swim-
ming and I'll drown." "My dear turtle," laughed the scorpion, 
"if I were to sting you, you would drown and I would go down 
with you, and drown as well. Now where is the logic in that?" 
The turtle thought this over, and saw the logic of the scorpion's 
statement. "You're right!" cried the turtle. "Hop on!" The scor-
pion climbed aboard and halfway across the river the scorpion 
gave the turtle a mighty sting. As they both sank to the bottom, 
the turtle resignedly said: "Do you mind if I ask you some-
thing? You said there'd be no logic in your stinging me. Why 
did you do it?" "It has nothing to do with logic," the drowning 
scorpion sadly replied. "It's just my nature." The scorpion fol-
lowed his same old nature even though it was detrimental to 
his welfare. The same can be said of many that attend church. 

We continue to do the same detrimental things and expect God 
to continually bail us out, when we need to change our nature. 

Romans 12:1-2 (New International Version) 1Therefore, I 
urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bod-
ies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your 
spiritual[a] act of worship. 2Do not conform any longer to the 
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. We need to 
renew our mind by reading the Bible, and practicing it, and 
also by receiving instruction and encouragement by attending 
church services. Paul again speaks of how to do this in 2nd Co-
rinthians. 2 Corinthians 10:4-5 (King James Version) 4(For 
the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)  5Casting 
down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ; 4Rejoice in the Lord 
always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5Let your gentleness be 
evident to all. The Lord is near. 6Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7And the peace 
of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  8Finally, brothers, 
whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, what-
ever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if 
anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such 
things. 9Whatever you have learned or received or heard 
from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of 
peace will be with you. 

Peter also encourages us to live the life of a new nature. 1 Pe-
ter 1:13-16 (New International Version) 13Therefore, prepare 
your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully 
on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
14As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you 
had when you lived in ignorance. 15But just as he who called 
you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16for it is written: "Be 
holy, because I am holy." 

We need to change our nature and practice the principles of the 
Bible twenty-four hours a day and seven days a week, not just 
on Sundays. I am going to issue a challenge. Attend Sunday 
school and church for 3 months straight, put everything you 
learn into practice and see if your life doesn’t get better. If a 
doctor prescribed a diet to make you healthy and you decided 
to only eat one item on the diet that you liked and keep the rest 
of your diet the same, what kind of results would you expect? 
Remember what it says in Hebrews. Hebrews 10:24-25 (New 
International Version)24And let us consider how we may spur 
one another on toward love and good deeds. 25Let us not give 
up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let 
us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching. 
See you in church! 
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Christian Love 
Jamie Cullen 

 

This was written by D L Moody a long time 
ago and while on a plane to Chicago I read 
some of the sermons he wrote. So many of 

them touch me and I suggest you read them, but this one hit 
home. This is something we are all familiar with and is vital 
for us to learn. Let his words speak to you…….get ready!! 

IT speaks in Galatians about love, the fruit of the Spirit being 
love, joy, peace, gentleness, long suffering, meekness and tem-
perance. The way this writer has put it -- and I think it is very 
beautiful -- is that joy is love exultant, peace is love in repose, 
and long suffering is love enduring. It is all love, you see, a 
gentleness is love in society, and goodness is love in action, 
and faith is love on the battle-field, and meekness is love at 
school, and temperance is love in training. 

Now there are a great many that have got love and they hold 
the truth. I should have said they have got truth, but they don't 
hold it in love, and they are very unsuccessful in working for 
God. They are very harsh, and God cannot use them. Now let 
us hold the truth, but let us hold it in love. People will stand 
almost any kind of plain talk if you only do it in love. If you do 
it in harshness it bounds back and they won't receive it. So 
what we want is to have the truth and at the same time hold it 
in love. 

Then there is another class of people in the world that have got 
the truth, but they love so much that they give up the truth be-
cause they are afraid it will hurt some one's feelings. That is 
wrong. We want the whole truth anyway. We don't want to 
give it up, but hold it in love, and I believe one reason why 
people think God don't love them is because they have not this 
love. I met a lady in the inquiry-room today, and I could not 
convince her that God loved her, for she said that if He did 
love her He would not treat her as He had. And I believe peo-
ple are all measuring God with their own rule, as I said the 
other day, and we are not sincere in our love, and we very of-
ten profess something we really don't possess. Very often we 
profess to have love for a person when we do not, and we think 
God is like us. 

Now God is just what He says He is, and He wants His chil-
dren to be sincere in love; not to love just merely in word and 
in tongue, but to love in earnest. -That is what God does. You 
ask me why God loves. You might as well ask me why the sun 
shines. It can't help shining, and neither can He help loving, 
because He is love Himself; and any one that says He is not 
love does not know anything about love. If we have got the 
true love of God shed abroad in our hearts we will show it in 
our lives. We will not have to go up and down the earth pro-
claiming it. We will show it in everything we say or do. 

VERY NICE TO THEIR FACES - There is a good deal of 
what you might call sham love. People profess to love you 
very much, when you find it is all on the surface. It is not heart 
love. Very often you are in a person's house, and the servant 
comes in and says such a person is in the front room, and she 
says: "Oh, dear, I am so sorry he has come, I can't bear the 
sight of him ;" and she'll get right up and go into the other 
room and say, "Why, how do you do? I am very glad to see 
you! " [Laughter.] There is a good deal of that sort of thing in 
the world. 

I remember, too, I was talking with a man one day and an ac-
quaintance of his came in, and he jumped up at once and shook 
him by the hand-why I thought he was going to shake his hand 
out of joint, he shook so hard-and he seemed to be so glad to 
see him and wanted him to stay, but the man was in a great 
hurry and could not stay, and he coaxed him and urged him to 
stay, but the man said no, he would come another time; and 
after that man went out my companion turned to me and said, 
"Well, he is an awful bore, and I am glad he's gone." Well, I 
began to feel that I was a bore, too, and I got out as quickly as 
I could. [Laughter.] That is not real love. That is love with the 
tongue while the heart is not true. Now, let us not love in word 
and in tongue, but in deed and in truth. That is the kind of love 
God gives us, and He wants the same in return. 

Now, there is another side to this truth. A man was talking to 
me out here the other day that he didn't believe there was any 
love at all; that Christians professed to have love, but he didn't 
believe men could have two coats, and I think he reflected on 
me, because I had on my overcoat at the time and he hadn't got 
any. I looked at him and said: "Suppose I should give you one 
of my coats, you would drink it up before sundown. I love you 
too much to give you my coat and have you drink it up." 

A good many people are complaining now that Christians don't 
have the love they ought to have, but I tell you it is no sign of 
want of love that we don't love the lazy man. I have no sympa-
thy with those men that are just begging twelve months of the 
year. It would be a good thing, I believe, to have them die off. 
They are of no good. I admit there are some that are not real, 
and sincere, and true, but there are many that would give the 
last penny they had to help a man who really needed help. But 
there are a good many sham cases-men that won't work, and 
the moment they get a penny they spend it for drink. To such 
men it is no charity to give. A man that won't work should be 
made to work. I believe there is a great deal more hope of a 
drunkard or a murderer or a gambler than there is of a lazy 
man. 

TOO LAZY TO STAY CONVERTED -  I never heard of a 
lazy man being converted yet, though I remember talking once 
with a minister in the backwoods of Iowa about lazy men. He 
was all discouraged in his efforts' to convert lazy men, and I 
said to him, "Did you ever know a lazy man to be converted?" 
"Yes," said he; "I knew of one, but he was so lazy that he did-



n't stay converted but about six weeks." And that is as near as I 
ever heard of a lazy man being converted, and if there are any 
here today saying they don't love us because we don't give 
them any money, I say we love them too well. We don't give to 
them because it is ruin. 

Some years ago I picked up several children in Chicago and 
thought I would clothe them and feed them, and I took special 
interest in those boys to see what I could make of them. I don't 
think it was thirty days before the clothes had all gone to 
whisky and the fathers had drank it all up. One day I met one 
of the little boys for whom I bought a pair of boots only the 
day before. There was a snow-storm coining up and he was 
barefooted. "Mike," says I, "how's this? Where are your 
boots ?" "Father and mother took them away," said he. There 
is a good deal that we think is charity that is really doing a 
great deal of mischief; and the people must not think because 
we don't give them money to aid them in their poverty that we 
don't love them, for the money would go into their pockets to 
get whiskey with. 

POVERTY SOMETIMES A BLESSING - It is no sign that 
we are all hypocrites and insincere in our love that we don't 
give money. I believe if the prodigal son could have got all the 
money he wanted in that foreign country he would never have 
come home, and it was a good thing for him that he did get 
hard up and to live on the husks that the swine ate. And it is a 
good think that people should suffer. If they get a good living 
without work, they will never work. We can never make any-
thing of them. God has decreed that man shall earn his bread 
by the sweat of his brow, and not live on other people. 

But I am getting away from the subject. I only wanted to touch 
upon this subject because a good many are complaining that 
Christian people don't help them. I have sometimes fifteen or 
twenty letters a day, coming from Kansas, and Europe even, 
asking us to take up a collection. They say: "Here is a poor 
woman. Just get the people to give a penny apiece." Suppose 
we began doing that sort of thing. We should have to have 
somebody to look up this man or this woman and find if they 
are worthy. If we took up one collection, we would have to 
take up five hundred. I never found a person true to Christ but 
what the Lord would take care of them. I think it is a good 
thing for people to suffer a little until they come back to God. 
They will find that God will take care of them that love Him. 
A great many say, "Oh, I love God." It is easy enough, to say 
this, but if you do love God He knows about it, be assured. He 
knows how much you love Him. You may deceive your 
neighbors, and think you love God, and assume a good deal of 
love, when there is really no love in your heart. Now it says in 
Corinthians 8: "But if any man love God, the same is known of 
him." God is looking from heaven down into this world just to 
find that one man. God knows where he lives, the number of 
his house, and the name of the street he lives in. In fact, He has 
the very hairs of your head numbered, and He will take good 
care of you. He will not let any of His own children come to 

want, He will not let any of those that come to want suffer, He 
will provide for their wants if they are only sincere, but He 
don't want any sham work, When the Lord was here He was all 
the time stripping those Pharisees of their miserable selfright-
eousness. They professed great love for Him while their hearts 
were far from God. Let us not profess to love God with our 
tongue and lips, while our lives are far from it. 

DON'T KNOW THEIR OWN MINDS - Another class say, 
"I don't know whether I love God or not. I am really anxious to 
know whether or not I love God." Now, if you are really anx-
ious it won't take you long to find out. You cannot love God 
and the world at the same time, because they abhor each other. 
They are at enmity, always have been and always will be. It is 
the world that crucified God's Son; it was the world that put 
God's Son to death. Therefore, if we love the world it is a 
pretty good evidence that the love of the Father is not in us. 
We may say our prayers and go through some religious per-
formances, but our hearts are not right with God because we 
cannot love God and the world at the same time. We have got 
to get the world under our feet and the love of God must be 
first in our hearts or else we have not got the love of God. 
 
The command we have is that he who loveth God loveth his 
brother also. Now, if we have got our heart full of enmity and 
jealousy and malice toward any of God's children it is a sure 
sign that the love of God is not in our hearts. To love a man 
that loves me that don't require any goodness; the greatest infi-
del can do that; but to love a man that reviles me and lies about 
me and slanders me-that takes the grace of God. I may not as-
sociate with him, but I may love him. I may hate the sin, but 
love the sinner, And that is one of the tests by which to find 
out whether you have love in your heart. The first impulse of 
the young convert is to love every one, and to do all the good 
he can, and that is the sign that a man has been born from 
above, born of God, and that he has got real love in his heart; 
and these tests God gives us that we may know. 

CHRISTIAN LOVE OPPOSED TO WORLDLINESS - 
The question is, do you love the world? Had you rather go to a 
theatre than to prayer-meeting? Had you rather go to a dance 
than to commune with the godly? If so it is, then it is a good 
sign that you have not been converted and not born of God. 
That is a test. People want to know whether they love God or 
not; let them turn to that test and they will find out If your 
heart is set on the world and you had rather not be with God's 
people, it is a sure sign that you have not been born of God. 
 
Well, there is another class of people who say, "I don't see if 
God really loves me and I love Him, why I am called upon t 
have so many afflictions and troubles." Just turn a moment to 
the 8th chapter of Romans, the 28th verse: "And we know that 
all things work together for good to them that love God, to 
them that are called according to His purpose." It is not a few 
things; not a part of them, but all work together for good. Give 
a man constant prosperity and how quickly he turns away from 
God, and so it is a little trouble here, and a little reverse here, 
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great civil war there. Finally he was arrested for a spy, court-
martialed, and condemned to be shot. He sent for the American 
Consul and the English Consul, and went on to prove to them 
that he was no spy. These two men were thoroughly convinced 
that the man was no spy, and they went to one of the Spanish 
officers and said, This man you have condemned to be shot is 
an innocent man." "Well," the Spanish officer says, "the man 
has been legally tried by our laws and condemned, and the law 
must take its course and the man must die." 
And the next morning the man was led out; the grave was al-
ready dug for him, and the black cap was put on him, and the 
soldiers were there ready to receive the order, "Fire," and in a 
few moments the man would be shot and be put in that grave 
and covered up, when who should rise up but the American 
Consul, who took the American flag and wrapped it around 
him, and the English Consul took the English flag and 
wrapped it around him, and they said to those soldiers, "Fire 
on those flags if you dare!" Not a man dared; there were two 
great governments behind those flags. And so God says, 
"Come under my banner, come under, the banner of love, 
come under the banner of heaven." God will take good care of 
all that come under His banner.” 

��
 
 
 

and some prosperity there, and taken all together it is the very 
thing we need. 
 
If you just take your Bibles you will find that God loves you. 
There is no one in this wide world, sinner, that loves you as 
God loves you. You may think your father loves you, or your 
mother loves you, or a brother or a sister, but let me tell you 
you can multiply it by ten thousand times ten thousand before 
it can equal" God's love. "While we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us." Can you have greater proof of God's love and 
Christ's love? "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man 
lay down his life for his friends." Christ laid down his life for 
his enemies. Ah, my friends, it will take all eternity for us to 
find out the height and breadth and length and depth of God's 
love. 

PROTECTED BY THE FLAG - How men with an open Bi-
ble can say that God don't love them is more than I can under-
stand. But the devil is deceitful and puts that into their heads. 
Let me beg you, beg you, go to Calvary and there you may just 
for a moment catch a glimpse of God's love. There was a man 
came from Europe to this country a year or two ago, and he 
became dissatisfied and went to Cuba in 1867 when they had a 
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