Prayer:
It's Like
Talking To
Your
Father

By: Pastor Chris Kirkendall

I have witnessed first hand
the reluctance people have
to pray. | have heard that public speaking is tleagst fear
people have, a close second and third would beeprand
praying out loud. If it is true that life and deatte in the
power of the tongue, and that confession is vitaur victory,
then wouldn't it make sense to verbalize our prayer

My goal this year is to see you grow in boldness eonfi-
dence when you pray. Fear of praying is commonramchal.
Letting fear grip you so as to never overcome fibsat is ab-
normal. The twelve disciples that walked with Jesasted to
know how to pray.

Luke 11:1 (KJV) *And it came to pass, that, as he was pray-
ing in a certain place, when he ceased, one dafibtples said
unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John alsohialig disci-
ples.

In response to their question, Jesus Christ tabigtdisciples
to pray. We can call it a pattern or a guide. Adgus one who
leads or directs another’s way. So we will uselibes’s
Prayer to lead and direct our way through prayer.

Luke 11:2 (KJV) And he said unto them, When ye pray,
say,Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy @am
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heavenns
earth.

It is interesting to me that the Lord in prayingda the focus
off of us and our abilities, and he places the easghon God.
Prayer is to be used to guide our way, and tougadh God to
do the things that we cannot do. Jesus is quadjfttie “one”
who is responsible to answer our prayers.

Jesus Christ re-
minds us that we
are to rely on God
the Father for our !
needs. We are not !
to turn to psychics, "l
horoscopes, idols,

or any other sub- # "$l
stance to meet our
needs. We are to % "
turn to God.

% IIII$!

Jesus describes G
as a Father. This
says to me that God

desires a close intimate family relationship with Not a dic-
tatorial relationship or an impersonal relationstipt a close
one.

Note: In America, the family has been made to labkormal.
What has become normal is cohabitation, homoseriation-
ships, single parenting etc... and so the “fathelé no Amer-
ica over the past 25 years as played out in théanadd the
high divorce rate etc... has diminished.

This has affected the Christian’s view of God &ather. In
many instances the church has had to take timeeact what
a “father” really is.

A father is the head of the household. It is & titl respect and
admiration. The source, origin, cause, protectauardian.

Guardian: a person who guards, protects, or preselis a
person who is entrusted by law with the care ofpiveson and/
or property. It is someone who has a legal respditgito
provide care for another who is legally incapalilenanaging
his or her own affairs.

The description of God as our Father reveals higaovus.
Therefore our pattern for prayer begins with Jésashing us
to acknowledge God as Father.

Through his nurture, love, and protection, he wamtske
care of us in a way that is personal, thoughtfiadi demon-
strated by answering our prayer.

Psalms 103:13 (KJV)" Like as a father pitiethis chil-
dren,sothe LORD pitieth them that fear him.

Pitieth means to love, have compassion on, to shewey to.
Fear means to hold in reverence and esteem higklwe rev-
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erence the Lord and esteem him, he will througle land
compassion show mercy unto us. Grace is getting whaalo
not deserve. Mercy is not getting what we do dese®elah!

So we see that we have a God who loves us so mecrev
considered part of his family. The Lord moves mauis off of
us and onto the “one” who can answer our prayer.

Lastly today, we see that God is in heaven. Gagbsuirces
are under his command meaning that he has accessmngp
thing in order to answer our prayers. Our resountag be
limited, but God’s is not. We have to remember thatGod is
not some face on a totem pole, but that he is Altyigsod
whose throne is in the celestial heavens. Thatoralhk my
tractor.

I will leave you this month focused on your relagbip with
God and where he dwells. As we fix our eyes upaom biur
faith grows, and as it grows we receive from thedLo

Hebrews 11:6 (KJV)®But without faithit is impossible to
pleasehim: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is
andthat he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

Just a
Your Life: The
Ultimate Sacrifice

of Worship

Justin Kirkendall

I'll start off with an illustration about $ becaubat will either
get your attention or make you put the newslettevrd | hope
to get the first one :)

If | tell you I'm going to give you a million dolta, you would
probably say “Yeah, OK, Whatever” because you khadan't
have a million dollars (and if | did, | don't thitd be giving it
to you).

BUT if | SANG to you that | was going to give youndllion
dollars, you would believe me right? Probably not.

Now, if | walked up to you asked you to open yoant... and
then proceeded to place one million dollars in yiwamd-
would you believe me? Sure. Because of my actipms knew
| wasn't messing around.

Talk is cheap. Singing is cheap. Actions are not.

"Prove that you have faith without doing kind deeatsd | will
prove that | have faith by doing them."

We've heard that thousands of times in regardeuattess
things... promises that have been unkept, peopteprdimise
to change but don't...etc.

If it, indeed, is true that “talk is cheap” thanywthio we think
that a nice little melody in a song would place amyre value
on our words in worship?

It doesn't. What does make our worship valuableraedning-
ful is the connection between our hearts, headstmpand
then our lives.

It's really true. It's not some uber-religious staént that peo-
ple like to make because it makes other peopléngorimm?”
Everything that you do is an act of worship. Thaidout it-
Everything you do, Everything you sayidtt. 12:36) is an
act of worship to someBody.

Due to Christ's ultimate sacrifice for our livedite in eter-
nity with Him, Our lives are our ultimate sacrifioéworship.
The best thing anybody could ever do to begin payeahe
debt owed (which can never be repaid) to Chritt surrender
our lives to Him, live for Him, and the wholehealtyethank
(worship) Him every chance we get.

So with that fact established, our lives encompasie than
just what we “say”- it includes our thoughts, ouatians, our
attitudes (OUCH), etc. That's why:

Proverbs 4:23Keep vigilant watch over your heart; that's
where life starts. Don't talk out of both sides/otir mouth;
avoid careless banter, white lies, and gossip. Keep eyes
straight ahead; ignore all sideshow distractionatdl your
step, and the road will stretch out smooth befane ook
neither right nor left; leave evil in the dust.

Our hearts needed to be tended to; kind of likarden. If not
cultivated, watered, taken care of, a garden wallbear much
fruit (if any at all) . The fruit that it will beawill be small,
puny, and colorless.

If we don't keep our hearts in line with God's Wardr hearts
get filled with junk. Weeds of bitterness, angerfangiveness,
apathy, and OPINIONS (ouch again!) start to growun
hearts. We start to become focused on ourselvesiemas,
our wants, our desires. Our worship begins to bevded out
by thoughts, the radio: it's a small, puny, aneldi§s offering.
And due to the extravagant cost that God had tapagnsom
our souls from hell, a puny/lifeless/joyless offeyiof worship
(or living) due to our feelings, our emotions, attitude, our
circumstances is not GOOD ENOUGH for Him. Thinloab
that.

Hosea 10:12 150w for yourselves righteousness, reap the

James 2:18Suppose someone disagrees and says, "It is possfruit of unfailing love, and break up your unplowgaund;

ble to have faith without doing kind deeds." | wdbalnswer,
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for it is time to seek the LORD, until he comes ahdwers
righteousness on you.



| totally went on a tangent today- because my nettesl was
supposed to be something totally different. Ha! dqemtly,
God had other plans.

Give God what He deserves this month and for teeakthe
year: Your life: a joyful, extravagantly worshipfiife.

Colosians 3:1-2So if you're serious about living this new res-
urrection life with Christ, act like it. Pursue ttiéngs over
which Christ presides. Don't shuffle along, eyethtoground,
absorbed with the things right in front of you. kaap, and be
alert to what is going on around Christ—that's vehtée ac-
tion is. See things from his perspective.

Is The Church
Suffering From
Bipolar Disorder?

Brian Neumann

Many in the church are suffering from extremes. @eek
they are at extreme highs and as soon as the @k thiey
can be at extreme lows. Evidence of this can diteseen in
church attendance. Someone may come to churchwlaeles
in a row and then miss two months of Sundays. Suisdaot
one day a week we act differently. Becoming borairag
should mean we have put on a new nat2il€orinthians
5:17 (New International VersionYTherefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, thew has
come!One of the definitions of bipolar is having two ogjie
or contradictory ideas or natures. We can't be assftl,
abundantly living Christians if we still live thamse life. One
of the definitions of insanity is to continue doitlge same
thing, but to expect different results.

Have you heard the story of the scorpion and thetfuA tur-
tle was happily swimming along a river when a swrhailed
it from the shore. A scorpion, being a very pooinsmer,
asked a turtle to carry him on his back acrossex.rfAre you
mad?" exclaimed the turtle. "You'll sting me whila swim-
ming and I'll drown." "My dear turtle,”" laughed teeorpion,
"if I were to sting you, you would drown and | wdujo down
with you, and drown as well. Now where is the logithat?"
The turtle thought this over, and saw the logithef scorpion's
statement. "You're right!" cried the turtle. "Hop!'6The scor-
pion climbed aboard and halfway across the riversttorpion
gave the turtle a mighty sting. As they both santhe bottom,
the turtle resignedly said: "Do you mind if | askuysome-
thing? You said there'd be no logic in your stiggime. Why
did you do it?" "It has nothing to do with logi¢iie drowning
scorpion sadly replied. "It's just my nature.” Hoerpion fol-
lowed his same old nature even though it was detrtal to
his welfare. The same can be said of many thatdttburch.

We continue to do the same detrimental things apeéa God
to continually bail us out, when we need to chamgienature.

Romans 12:1-2 (New International VersiodTherefore, |
urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to aff®ur bod-
ies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to Gothis is your
spiritual™ act of worshipDo not conform any longer to the
pattern of this world, but be transformed by thenewing of
your mind. Then you will be able to test and appeowhat
God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect wi/e need to
renew our mind by reading the Bible, and practidgtngnd
also by receiving instruction and encouragemerdttgnding
church services. Paul again speaks of how to gantf Co-
rinthians.2 Corinthians 10:4-5 (King James VersiodjFor
the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but migh
through God to the pulling down of strong holds3Casting
down imaginations, and every high thing that exahtself
against the knowledge of God, and bringing into ¢isity
every thought to the obedience of ChriéRejoice in the Lord
always. | will say it again: RejoicelLet your gentleness be
evident to all. The Lord is neafDo not be anxious about
anything, but in everything, by prayer and petitipwith
thanksgiving, present your reguests to Gédnd the peace
of God, which transcends all understanding, will grd your
hearts and your minds in Christ JesudFinally, brothers,
whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever ghti what-
ever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is adible—if
anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think aboutich
things. *Whatever you have learned or received or heard
from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. Andelsod of
peace will be with you.

Peter also encourages us to live the life of a nature.l Pe-
ter 1:13-16 (New International Version’Therefore, prepare
your minds for action; be self-controlled; set yoaope fully
on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christeigaaled.
“As obedient children, do not conform to the evilsites you
had when you lived in ignorancé®But just as he who called
you is holy, so be holy in all you d&%or it is written: "Be
holy, because | am holy."

We need to change our nature and practice theiplésoof the
Bible twenty-four hours a day and seven days a yeatkjust
on Sundays. | am going to issue a challenge. AtGantlay
school and church for 3 months straight, put evéngt you
learn into practice and see if your life doesnt lgetter. If a
doctor prescribed a diet to make you healthy anddexided
to only eat one item on the diet that you liked &edp the rest
of your diet the same, what kind of results woubd gxpect?
Remember what it says in Hebrewiebrews 10:24-25 (New
International VersionY“And let us consider how we may spur
one another on toward love and good deedket us not give
up meeting together, as some are in the habit oindo but let
us encourage one another—and all the more as yoa gee
Day approaching.

See you in church!




Christian Love

Jamie Cullen

This was written by D L Moody a long time
ago and while on a plane to Chicago | read

some of the sermons he wrote. So many of
them touch me and | suggest you read them, bubtiesit
home. This is something we are all familiar witld as vital

for us to learn. Let his words speak to you....... geiy!!

IT speaks in Galatians about love, the fruit of 8pgrit being
love, joy, peace, gentleness, long suffering, mes&rand tem-
perance. The way this writer has put it -- andrkht is very
beautiful -- is that joy is love exultant, peacdoige in repose,
and long suffering is love enduring. It is all Ioy®u see, a
gentleness is love in society, and goodness isitogetion,
and faith is love on the battle-field, and meeknsdsve at
school, and temperance is love in training.

Now there are a great many that have got love laeyltiold
the truth. | should have said they have got troth they don't
hold it in love, and they are very unsuccessfularking for
God. They are very harsh, and God cannot use tNem.let
us hold the truth, but let us hold it in love. Pleopill stand
almost any kind of plain talk if you only do it iave. If you do
it in harshness it bounds back and they won't veciéi So
what we want is to have the truth and at the same hold it
in love.

Then there is another class of people in the wibddl have got
the truth, but they love so much that they giveheptruth be-
cause they are afraid it will hurt some one's fegi That is
wrong. We want the whole truth anyway. We don't ttan
give it up, but hold it in love, and | believe omason why
people think God don't love them is because theg hat this
love. | met a lady in the inquiry-room today, ancbuld not
convince her that God loved her, for she saiditté¢ did
love her He would not treat her as He had. Andiele peo-
ple are all measuring God with their own rule, aaitl the
other day, and we are not sincere in our love veadery of-
ten profess something we really don't possess. vigen we
profess to have love for a person when we do mokyéee think
God is like us.

Now God is just what He says He is, and He wansscHil-
dren to be sincere in love; not to love just memelword and
in tongue, but to love in earnest. -That is whatl@oes. You
ask me why God loves. You might as well ask me titgysun
shines. It can't help shining, and neither can &lp loving,
because He is love Himself; and any one that sayis IHot
love does not know anything about love. If we hgetthe
true love of God shed abroad in our hearts weshitlw it in
our lives. We will not have to go up and down thetle pro-
claiming it. We will show it in everything we say do.

VERY NICE TO THEIR FACES - There is a good deal of
what you might call sham love. People profess ve kou
very much, when you find it is all on the surfaltés not heart
love. Very often you are in a person's house, hadeérvant
comes in and says such a person is in the fromyraod she
says: "Oh, dear, | am so sorry he has come, | baaltthe
sight of him ;" and she'll get right up and go itte other
room and say, "Why, how do you do? | am very gtadde
you! " [Laughter.] There is a good deal of thatt frthing in
the world.

| remember, too, | was talking with a man one day an ac-
quaintance of his came in, and he jumped up at andeshook
him by the hand-why | thought he was going to shiakeénand
out of joint, he shook so hard-and he seemed solggad to
see him and wanted him to stay, but the man wagyreat
hurry and could not stay, and he coaxed him andcdihgm to
stay, but the man said no, he would come anotimer; and
after that man went out my companion turned to neesaid,
"Well, he is an awful bore, and | am glad he's govieell, |
began to feel that | was a bore, too, and | gotsujuickly as
| could. [Laughter.] That is not real love. Thatase with the
tongue while the heart is not true. Now, let usloeé in word
and in tongue, but in deed and in truth. That éskimd of love
God gives us, and He wants the same in return.

Now, there is another side to this truth. A man vedlsng to
me out here the other day that he didn't beliegeetivas any
love at all; that Christians professed to have |t he didn't
believe men could have two coats, and | think lflectd on
me, because | had on my overcoat at the time amadhe't got
any. | looked at him and said: "Suppose | shoua giou one
of my coats, you would drink it up before sundowmove you
too much to give you my coat and have you drinlpit’

A good many people are complaining now that Clamnsgtidon't
have the love they ought to have, but | tell yais iho sign of
want of love that we don't love the lazy man. Idao sympa-
thy with those men that are just begging twelve tnef the
year. It would be a good thing, | believe, to htétvem die off.
They are of no good. | admit there are some thanhat real,
and sincere, and true, but there are many thatdagiué the
last penny they had to help a man who really nebégu But
there are a good many sham cases-men that work} o
the moment they get a penny they spend it for difioksuch
men it is no charity to give. A man that won't wahould be
made to work. | believe there is a great deal rhoree of a
drunkard or a murderer or a gambler than theré aslazy
man.

TOO LAZY TO STAY CONVERTED - | never heard of a
lazy man being converted yet, though | remembé&irtglonce
with a minister in the backwoods of lowa about lazn. He
was all discouraged in his efforts' to convert lamn, and |
said to him, "Did you ever know a lazy man to baveted?"
"Yes," said he; "l knew of one, but he was so ldmt he did-



n't stay converted but about six weeks." And thats near as |
ever heard of a lazy man being converted, anceitiare any
here today saying they don't love us because we giga

them any money, | say we love them too well. We'tdgiie to
them because it is ruin.

Some years ago | picked up several children in &joand
thought | would clothe them and feed them, anaktspecial
interest in those boys to see what | could makéerih. | don't
think it was thirty days before the clothes hadyalhe to
whisky and the fathers had drank it all up. One Idagt one
of the little boys for whom | bought a pair of beanly the
day before. There was a snow-storm coining up andds
barefooted. "Mike," says I, "how's this? Where yyar
boots ?" "Father and mother took them away," saidlhere
is a good deal that we think is charity that idlyedoing a
great deal of mischief; and the people must noiktbiecause
we don't give them money to aid them in their povtrat we
don't love them, for the money would go into thmckets to
get whiskey with.

POVERTY SOMETIMES A BLESSING - It is no sign that
we are all hypocrites and insincere in our love tiadon't
give money. | believe if the prodigal son could éa@et all the
money he wanted in that foreign country he wouldendave
come home, and it was a good thing for him thadideget
hard up and to live on the husks that the swinefatd it is a
good think that people should suffer. If they gegoad living
without work, they will never work. We can neverkaany-
thing of them. God has decreed that man shall leiarbread
by the sweat of his brow, and not live on othergbeo

But | am getting away from the subject. | only wethto touch
upon this subject because a good many are commudginat
Christian people don't help them. | have sometififitesn or
twenty letters a day, coming from Kansas, and Eeiegen,
asking us to take up a collection. They say: "Hgi@ poor
woman. Just get the people to give a penny api&gpose
we began doing that sort of thing. We should havestve
somebody to look up this man or this woman and ifiticey
are worthy. If we took up one collection, we wohle to
take up five hundred. | never found a person tou€hrist but
what the Lord would take care of them. | thinksiti good
thing for people to suffer a little until they corpack to God.
They will find that God will take care of them tHatve Him.

A great many say, "Oh, | love God." It is easy egiguo say
this, but if you do love God He knows about it dssured. He
knows how much you love Him. You may deceive your
neighbors, and think you love God, and assume d deal of
love, when there is really no love in your hearwNt says in
Corinthians 8: "But if any man love God, the sasileniown of
him." God is looking from heaven down into this Vagust to
find that one man. God knows where he lives, thebar of
his house, and the name of the street he livda fiact, He has
the very hairs of your head numbered, and He alitgood
care of you. He will not let any of His own childreome to

want, He will not let any of those that come to twsuiffer, He
will provide for their wants if they are only sirreg but He
don't want any sham work, When the Lord was hergvaieall
the time stripping those Pharisees of their midersélfright-
eousness. They professed great love for Him whéée hearts
were far from God. Let us not profess to love Gaith wur
tongue and lips, while our lives are far from it.

DON'T KNOW THEIR OWN MINDS - Another class say,
"I don't know whether I love God or not. | am rgahxious to
know whether or not | love God." Now, if you arelig anx-
ious it won't take you long to find out. You canimte God
and the world at the same time, because they aaubr other.
They are at enmity, always have been and alwaydwiillt is
the world that crucified God's Son; it was the \ddHat put
God's Son to death. Therefore, if we love the witrisl a
pretty good evidence that the love of the Fathaotdn us.
We may say our prayers and go through some rebgieu-
formances, but our hearts are not right with Gochhee we
cannot love God and the world at the same timehde got
to get the world under our feet and the love of Guost be
first in our hearts or else we have not got theloi/God.

The command we have is that he who loveth God okt
brother also. Now, if we have got our heart fulkoinity and
jealousy and malice toward any of God's childreés & sure
sign that the love of God is not in our heartsldwe a man
that loves me that don't require any goodnesgtibatest infi-
del can do that; but to love a man that revilesame lies about
me and slanders me-that takes the grace of Gody Inot as-
sociate with him, but I may love him. | may hate #in, but
love the sinner, And that is one of the tests bictvio find
out whether you have love in your heart. The firgiulse of
the young convert is to love every one, and toltithe good
he can, and that is the sign that a man has beaaerfrioon
above, born of God, and that he has got real lovasi heart;
and these tests God gives us that we may know.

CHRISTIAN LOVE OPPOSED TO WORLDLINESS -

The question is, do you love the world? Had yoheago to a
theatre than to prayer-meeting? Had you ratheo godance
than to commune with the godly? If so it is, theis ia good
sign that you have not been converted and not dioGod.
That is a test. People want to know whether theg [6od or
not; let them turn to that test and they will fiodt If your
heart is set on the world and you had rather netitieGod's
people, it is a sure sign that you have not been bbGod.

Well, there is another class of people who sagipti't see if
God really loves me and | love Him, why | am caligzbn t
have so many afflictions and troubles.” Just tumamnent to
the 8th chapter of Romans, the 28th verse: "Andneav that
all things work together for good to them that |&ved, to
them that are called according to His purposds' fiot a few
things; not a part of them, but all work togethardood. Give
a man constant prosperity and how quickly he tamay from
God, and so it is a little trouble here, and &eliteverse here,
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and some prosperity there, and taken all togethethe very
thing we need.

If you just take your Bibles you will find that Gdaolves you.
There is no one in this wide world, sinner, thael®you as
God loves you. You may think your father loves youyour
mother loves you, or a brother or a sister, butettell you
you can multiply it by ten thousand times ten tlfaosbefore
it can equal” God's love. "While we were yet sirsné€rhrist
died for us." Can you have greater proof of Gaove land
Christ's love? "Greater love hath no man than thet,a man
lay down his life for his friends."” Christ laid dovhis life for
his enemies. Ah, my friends, it will take all etigyrfor us to
find out the height and breadth and length andhdepGod's
love.

PROTECTED BY THE FLAG - How men with an open Bi-
ble can say that God don't love them is more thaamlunder-
stand. But the devil is deceitful and puts that ithieir heads.

Let me beg you, beg you, go to Calvary and thetergay just

great civil war there. Finally he was arrestedda@py, court-
martialed, and condemned to be shot. He sent éoAtherican
Consul and the English Consul, and went on to ptoxkem
that he was no spy. These two men were thorouginlyinced
that the man was no spy, and they went to oneeoSgianish
officers and said, This man you have condemnee tshot is
an innocent man." "Well," the Spanish officer saylse man
has been legally tried by our laws and condemnediffze law
must take its course and the man must die."

And the next morning the man was led out; the greas al-
ready dug for him, and the black cap was put on himd the
soldiers were there ready to receive the orderg;Fand in a
few moments the man would be shot and be put ingttaare
and covered up, when who should rise up but therfaie
Consul, who took the American flag and wrappedatad
him, and the English Consul took the English flad a
wrapped it around him, and they said to those edi'Fire
on those flags if you dare!" Not a man dared; thesee two
great governments behind those flags. And so Gysl sa
"Come under my banner, come under, the bannewef lo
come under the banner of heaven." God will takedgrsoe of

for a momentatch a glimpse of God's love. There was a man g that come under His banner.”

came from Europe to this country a year or two aga, he
became dissatisfied and went to Cuba in 1867 wheynhad a
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