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Doing The Same Old Thing: In A Brand New Way! 

Merry  Christmas  
Pastor Chris Kirkendall  

You are blessed to be a blessing 
 
What a wonderful, joyous time of 
the year. As a Christian, each day is 
a Christ day, but I am thankful that 
we enjoy a season on the earth that 
we express Christmas, the birth of 
Jesus Christ.  
 
Yes, I know the world has missed it, 
but Paul explained that in 1 Corin-
thians 2:14. The world is busy trying 
to make a buck, and the cynical peo-
ple such as the ACLU are trying to 

make Christmas a pagan holiday, but in the hearts of believers, 
it is a reminder of God’s love for us.  
 
Isaiah 7:14 (KJV) 14Therefore the Lord himself shall give you 
a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Immanuel. (God with us) 
 
Isaiah 9:6-7 
6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The everlast-
ing Father, The Prince of Peace. 
 
7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be 
no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to 
order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice 
from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts 
will perform this. 
 
  These scriptures remind me of the Kingdom of God. The 
coming of Jesus Christ was all about the Kingdom of God 
breaking through this present evil age. Of course there is a lot 
of fear talking going on now about the economy and such, (I 
understand this.), but I am glad that I live in the Kingdom of 
God. When you look at Isaiah 9:6 and 7 you realize that the 
King you report to is ultimately responsible for your life.  
 
When God through his son Jesus Christ has his way in your 
life, you are able to transcend the natural laws of this earth. 
Yes, you still have to live in this earth, and abide, but you are 
not bound by theses laws only! You now have the word of 

God to rule and reign in your life which ushers in the Kingdom 
of God in your life!  We have access to all of this because God 
sent his son Jesus Christ. 
 
John 3:16-17 
16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. 
17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the 
world; but that the world through him might be saved  
 
God loves us so much! His love is extravagant! Thank God for 
the birth of Jesus Christ! In this world we celebrate Christmas, 
but it is truly much more than that.  
 
The birth of Jesus Christ breaks the power of sin in the lives of 
people. Sin separates God’s creation (people) from him. Think 
of it this way. Sin is the grinch that tries to steal Christmas. 
But thanks be to God that always causes us to triumph in Jesus 
Christ!   
 
God’s perfect gift came humbly to the earth, so that you and I 
can enjoy salvation and also to walk in hope in this life. There 
is a contemporary song that I enjoy, that says: “life is good; 
eternal life is better…” (Isn’t that great!)  
 
My hope for you this season is that you will take time to slow 
down and smell the turkey and dressing. In these years of my 

18For if the inheritance depends on the law, then it no 
longer depends on a promise; but God in his grace gave it 
to Abraham through a promise.  19What, then, was the 
purpose of the law? It was added because of transgres-
sions until the Seed to whom the promise referred had 
come. The law was put into effect through angels by a me-
diator.  20A mediator, however, does not represent just 
one party; but God is one.  
 
21Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? 
Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that could im-
part life, then righteousness would certainly have come by 
the law. 22But the Scripture declares that the whole world 
is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised, being 
given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to 
those who believe.  23Before this faith came, we were held 
prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be re-
vealed. 24So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ 
that we might be justified by faith. 25Now that faith has 
come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law.  
 
 

Sons of God  
 
 26You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 
27for all of you who were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus. 29If you belong to Christ, then you are 
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
  
    The Holidays can get so busy that we forget the real 
reason for Christmas. I woke up one morning with these 
scriptures on my mind and just pondered the fact that our 
promise is Jesus Christ and he really has fulfilled this 
promise.  I think that we tend to forget the sacrifice, the 
miracle birth, and the promise that was fulfilled.  We be-
lieve by Faith in Jesus Christ and that makes us all sons of 
God.  One baby and his sacrifice has given us the most 
precious gift ever and it all started with a promise from 
God.  I have learned that God really does keep all of his 
promises.  While you open your gifts this year and spend 
time with your family please think about the most impor-
tant gift you have been given. 
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follow the star? How come there was no room for the King of 
Glory to be born? How did people react to Mary and Joseph 
after they knew the background story of Jesus’ birth? Just how 
scared was Mary to know she was carrying the Son of God?  It 
always makes me wonder…would love to have been there.  
 
Matthew 1:18-23 
18 This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, 
was engaged to be married to Joseph. But before the marriage 
took place, while she was still a virgin, she became pregnant 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 19 Joseph, her fiancé, 
was a good man and did not want to disgrace her publicly, so 
he decided to break the engagement quietly.  
 
 20 As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream. “Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, “do not 
be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will have a son, 
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.”  
 
 22 All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through 

his prophet:  23 “Look! The virgin will conceive a child! 
      She will give birth to a son, 

   and they will call him Immanuel,  
      which means ‘God is with us.’” 

 
For me, that last statement is hard to fathom. God with us: 
Emmanuel. 
 
The Almighty God… 
Creator of the Universe...  
Maker of all things…  
The Healer of hearts... 
The hands that hold the universe… 
 
…came down to us. To live among us, to breathe our air, to 
walk on our roads, to talk with real people, to eat our food, to 
laugh with us, to cry, to play, to pray- that’s insane to me! 
 
I think this is one of the main things that set Christianity apart 
from all other religions. 
 
Some religions a mere mortal attained such spiritual enlighten-
ment that they could not possibly be contained here on earth- 
yeah ok. No. 
 
Christianity is the only religion that I am aware of where the 
God (Supreme Being) decided to humble himself to come 
down to be among regular people- to teach us how to live our 
lives-amazing. 
 
How many kings would do that? 
 
So, as I end the last newsletter of 2008, let’s not forget this 
holiday season that while the food, the family, and the presents 
are great- Our Amazing God came down to our earth, died a 
nasty death, rose again, and now longs for us to simply ac-

knowledge His presence- not just at Christmas time, but eve-
ryday that we have breath. 
 
Psalm 104:33 
 
 33I will sing unto the LORD as long as I live: I will sing 
praise to my God while I have my being. 

�  

Christmas Time 
Brian Neumann 

Adult Education Minister 
 

Christmas often becomes a chaotic time with 
many ups and downs.  Priorities get messed 
up.  Everyone wants to keep up with what the 
Jones’s are getting for Christmas.  No one 
considers that maybe the Jones’s had to re-
finance.  Commercial TV pushes the latest 
IPOD, Blu-Ray, HD, G3, Elmo, Power 
Ranger, Transformer, Nintendo, Xbox, Dora, 

or Hannah Montana “IT” item.  We don’t want to disappoint 
our husband, wife, son, daughter, mom, dad, brother, sister, 
boyfriend, girlfriend, or loved one.  You think you know what 
I am going to write next.  We need to keep Christ in Christ-
mas.  That’s not what I want to share about right now.  We 
need to keep Christ in Christmas, but more importantly, we 
need to keep Christ in our everyday lives. 
 
What I want to talk to you about is a gift that you can give at 
this time of year and all year round.  It is something that you 
can’t have too much of, that often goes to waste, you can’t re-
turn, and something, so special, only you can give it.  It’s your 
time.  Remember, there are all kinds of time: happy, sad, good, 
bad, the list goes on and on.  The effort comes in trying to 
make it something that falls into the good time category.   
 
Times will not always be good, but time spent with you can 
always be good.  Many people  share that dark times have 
really brought their family close together.  Why is it that peo-
ple in 3rd world counties always seem happier than us?  They 
often have nothing but each other. 
 
It is a temptation to work overtime in order to make Christmas 
special.  Overtime takes us away.  While we are gone, who is 
pouring into our family?  Face it, except for a few moments of 
joy on Christmas day or the next day, the “it” gifts will soon be 
forgotten.  What if you aren’t there on Christmas day?  James 
4:13-14 (New International Version) 13Now listen, you who 
say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend 
a year there, carry on business and make money." 14Why, you 
do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your 
life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then 
vanishes. 
We may never get to tomorrow.  We need to be careful on how 
we spend today.  Ephesians 5:15-16 (New International Ver-
sion) 15Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but 
as wise, 16making the most of every opportunity, because the 

days are evil.  Ephesians 5:1-2  1Be imitators of God, there-
fore, as dearly loved children 2and live a life of love, just as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offer-
ing and sacrifice to God.  
 
When we are in traffic, when we are in line at the store, when 
our kids keep asking for the “IT” thing, think about how you 
act this season.   We are an example to our loved ones.  We are 
ambassadors for Christ.  2 Corinthians 5:20 (New Interna-
tional Version)20We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as 
though God were making his appeal through us. We implore 
you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 
 
Take bumps in the road of life as a teaching time.  Teach you 
family God’s ways.  In God, there is fullness of joy.  I am go-
ing to especially direct this at husbands because they are set as 
the head of the household.  That means the burden of leader-
ship and how our family lives is on us.  We are to train our 
children in a loving manner and that takes time.  Ephesians 
6:4 (New International Version)4Fathers, do not exasperate 
your children; instead, bring them up in the training and in-
struction of the Lord. 
 
We also need to be an example and spiritual leader of our wife.  
Ephesians 5:25-27 (New International Version) 25Husbands, 
love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave him-
self up for her 26to make her holy, cleansing[a] her by the 
washing with water through the word, 27and to present her to 
himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any 
other blemish, but holy and blameless. 
 
I am not saying we shouldn’t buy gifts this season.  I am say-
ing that the best gift we have to give and that will be most re-
membered is our time.  So guard your time, don’t waste it, and 
try to make time with you, a good memory.   
 
Remember no human is perfect, it is the thought that 
counts,  and love covers a multitude of sin!  

�  
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The Law And The Promise 
Jamie Cullen 
Youth Leader 

 
15Brothers, let me take an example from 
everyday life. Just as no one can set aside 
or add to a human covenant that has been 
duly established, so it is in this case. 16The 
promises were spoken to Abraham and to 
his seed. The Scripture does not say "and to 
seeds," meaning many people, but "and to 
your seed," meaning one person, who is 

Christ. 17What I mean is this: The law, introduced 430 
years later, does not set aside the covenant previously es-
tablished by God and thus do away with the promise. 

life, I have realized that it is not about the “stuff’ of life, it is 
about the people that God has placed in your life.  
 
1 Corinthians 12:18 (KJV) 18But now hath God set the mem-
bers every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.  
 
In the movie: It’s a wonderful life George finds out that when a 
man has friends then he is rich indeed. For the past few years, I 
have enjoyed watching that movie during the holidays of 
Christmas and New Year’s. It’s a great way to remind me that 
life isn’t about material goods; it is about the people that God 
has placed in my life. I am thankful that the Lord has reminded 
me that again this year.  
 
We have begun to slow down in our house. Smell the coffee 
brewing, enjoy the fresh carrot juice (J), enjoy the children, 
and the spouse (J) and then together we enjoy the material 
blessings that God has given to us. My hope is that I grow old 
and look back and see the blessing of God upon my wife, chil-
dren, and grand children. I don’t need any barns filled with 
yesterday’s junk, just a spiritually, physically, and emotionally 
healthy family.   
 
Take time to enjoy the Lord. With Jesus Christ as our savior 
we have a great opportunity before us. I am thankful for the 
holiday (Holy Day) of Christmas. I know that the world will 
never get it, but you and I do; so let’s worship the Lord, and be 
thankful for the gift of Jesus Christ.  
 
Gal 4:4-6 
4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth 
his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 
5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might re-
ceive the adoption of sons. 
6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his 
Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 
 
May you have a joyous Christmas and a Faith filled New 
Year!  

��

Just a �  
Justin Kirkendall 
Worship Pastor  

 
Christmas really is all about presence. You 
know? All about the presence. Not presents. 
But presence- the Lord’s presence. 
 
 Sometimes, we can get so wrapped up in the 
“stuff” and tradition of the holiday season 
that we forget what is really is all about: 
God’s presence coming down to earth, mak-

ing a way for us to live victoriously here on earth and then joy-
fully spend eternity with Christ.  
 
I’m always fascinated by the Christmas story because there is 
so much to wonder about. How far did the wise men have to 


